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 A Word From 
The Pastor 
Stephen Luzader 

“I Never Cross It Till I Reach….” 

Matthew 6:31-34 

“Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 

‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 

drink?’ For the Gentiles seek after all 

these things, and your heavenly Father 

knows that you need them all. But seek 

first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will 

be added to you. Therefore do not be 

anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow 

will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for 

the day is its own trouble.” 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones, profoundly said: 

“Worry is the interest we pay on 

tomorrow’s troubles.” But I believe 

there is more to what E. Stanley Jones 

said. Worry begins as a trickle, then 

erodes our energy and productivity, 

draining us of all creative abilities and 

possibilities. In some cases, part of the 

solution is revamping our lifestyle but 

in other situations like raising 3 or 4 or 

even 5 kids without a husband – you 

cannot quit or walk. You’ve got to will 

to move on.  

Jesus proclaims, “Therefore I tell you, 

DO NOT WORRY!” And in verse 34, 

Jesus finishes his admonition about 

worrying with this strong proclamation: 

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will being worries of its own. 

Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 

Many of our worries cluster around our 

two major fears: What could happen 

and what has happened. When we focus 

and fix our eyes on these two major 

fears rather than trusting on the 

possibilities of what God can do, we 

lose sight of our own God -given 

creative abilities and possibilities. No 

wonder Jesus said: “Therefore I tell you, 

do not worry…..”  

In the days when he was a circuit-riding 

lawyer, Abraham Lincoln, accompanied 

by several colleagues, crossed several 

rivers swollen by spring rains. Ahead, 

though, was the big one – the Fox 

River, and it worried them. “If we are 

having trouble getting across these, how 

are we going to get across that one?” 

they reasoned.  

That evening they stopped at the log 

cabin of a settler. The man had crossed 

the dangerous Fox River many times. 

Learning this, Lincoln’s group probed 

the man about the river. “I know all 

about the Fox River,” he told them, 

adding, “I have crossed it often and 

understand it well. But I have one fixed 

rule with regard to the Fox River: I 

never cross it till I reach it.” 

I NEVER CROSS IT TILL I REACH 

IT…. Jesus never said, “Fear what 

could happen and what has happened.” 

But Jesus said, “So do not worry about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 

worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 

enough for today.” 

“I NEVER CROSS IT TILL IT 

REACH….” 

continued on page 2 

 

The Guided Light 
 



April 2021 

2     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In this time of uncertainty, people are 

worrying about what they cannot 

change. How about we take this to 

heart: “Therefore I tell you, DO NOT 

WORRY…” But strive first for the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be given to you 

as well. When you are where God wants 

you to be and you know that He is your 

Shepherd who will take you across the 

river and through the dark valley of life, 

you can let Him take the night shift, and 

go to sleep. 

Make it a practice to never cross the 

river until you get there. Stop worrying 

about what you cannot change.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Stephen 

 

JCUMC Officers 
& Committee 
Chairs 
Chair: Eric Voress 

Recording Secretary: Daleen Braun 

Treasurer: Wendy Carter 

Trustees Chair: Ron Ludwig 

Finance Chair: Todd Lotz 

SPRC Chair: Kim Voress 

Outreach Chair: Amanda Shaffer 

Lay Leader: Brent Kerns 

Lay Member, Annual Conference: 

Wendy Carter/Kim Voress 

Congregational Care Coordinator: 

Emily Allison 

FLC Treasurer: Jack Toomey 

Childrens’ Ministry Director: Morgan 

Shaffer 

Student Ministry Director: Jessica 

Zorn 

Worship Chair: Pastor Stephen 

Luzader 

 Childrens 
Ministry 

Morgan Shaffer 

 

No report given.  

Youth 
Ministry 
Jessica Zorn 

 

No report given.  

 
Ushers/ 
Counters/Pew 
Angels 
For April:  

Ushers: Larry & Bryan Wahrer 

Money Counters: Karen & Warren 

Sprague 

Pew Angel: Dailyn Shaffer 

 

For May:  

Ushers: Jerry Davis 

Money Counters: ?? 
Pew Angel: Erin Pence 

We are in need of someone to count 
the offerings in the month of May. If 
you are interested, please let the office 
know. Thank you! 

 

Lay Readers 
Lay Readers for the month of March 

are: 

April 4 – Barry Elliott 

April 11 – Bev Suttles 

April 18 – Jack Toomey 

April 25 – Amanda Shaffer 

 

The 6 month lay reader schedule is 

available from Amanda. Please 

remember that if you cannot read on 

your assigned Sunday, it is up to you to 

find a replacement. Thanks!  

 

Card Ministry 
Emily Allison 

From February 11th – March 11th, 

Emily sent out 11 get well cards,1 

congratulations card, and 11 thinking of 

you/praying for you cards, for a total of 

23 cards in the name of the church. If 

you would like to help Emily out with 

this loving ministry, she is always in 

need of stamps. You can drop them off 

in the office and we will see that she 

gets them.  

 

 

Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request through 

the week that you would like added to 

the prayer chain? If so, you can do so by 

calling Rose Ann Kerns at 937-596-

5214. If you are not on the prayer chain, 

but would like to be, please let Rose 

Ann know and she will get you added to 

a chain.  

 UMW News 
Sharon Zimpfer 

The UMW met on Tuesday, March 2, 

2021 at 7pm utilizing a conference call 

in method. There were a total of 12 

members on the call. Secretary’s 

minutes were read and approved as 

read. Treasurer’s report reflected that 

we donated $250 to the Conference 

Mission; report is filed for audit. In 

communications the district noted that 

93% of the units in our district 

completed and sent in Their Mission 

Today Report and Leadership Report 

Forms, of which we did. The group 

voted to cancel the Mother/Child 

Banquet in May. We also voted to do 

our UMW Sunday in the fall again, with 

the hope that more people would be 

continued on page 3 
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This Month’s  

Events 

April 1st, 7pm 

Sanctuary, JCUMC 

Maundy Thursday Service 

 

April 2nd, 11am-7pm 

JCUMC 

Interactive Stations of the 

Cross 

 

April 3rd, 4:30-6:30p 

American Legion 

JC American Legion Chicken 

Fry 

 

April 4th, 7am 

Sanctuary, JCUMC 

Easter Sunrise Service 

 

April 4th, 10:30am 

Sanctuary, JCUMC 

Easter Service 

 

April 6th, 7pm 

Conference call  

UMW Meeting 

 

April 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th  

6pm 

Family Life Center 

Weekly Prayer Meeting 

 

April 8th, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Church Council  

 

April 20th, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Worship Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 back in church at that time. Since we 

had cancelled our April “Love Thy 

Neighbor” night, we decided to send a 

“Thinking of You” card to each of the 

churches that we had invited in the past, 

just as a way to communicate our 

expression of Christian love.  

At this time, our group decided to 

continue to meet via the free conference 

call in. We call in on our normal 

meeting time and day each month. The 

call in number is listed in the UMW 

booklets at the bottom of the February 

page. For those with email, Sharon will 

contact you a few days ahead of the 

meeting as a reminder. If you do not 

receive your book from Sharon, they 

will be left with Amanda in the office. 

At some point we hope to be able to 

meet in person. 

Many prayer concerns were lifted up at 

the end of our meeting.  

The UMW’s next conference call will 

be Tuesday, April 6th  at 7pm.  

Giving 
As we continue to navigate through 

COVID, please don’t forget your 

faithful giving to the church. We have 

several ways you can give- you can 

drop it in the offering plate, you can 

mail it in to the church or drop it off in 

the office, OR you can sign up for 

online giving! There is a link on our 

website, or you can call Amanda for 

help. There is also a video tutorial on 

our Facebook page.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain 

ministry:    $2365.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date):      

    $1893.00 

 

Church Council 
Daleen Braun 

 

The JCUMC Administrative Council 

Met on March 11, 2021. Chairman Eric 

Voress called the meeting to order. 

Seven members were present. Pastor 

Stephen opened the meeting with a 

devotion from Acts 2:44 and a prayer. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Amanda moved to approve the minutes 

of the February meeting with no 

corrections or additions. Brent seconded 

the motion. All ayes. 

 

Finance Report 

Wendy Carter handed out the church 

financial reports. Todd moved to accept 

all reports and Amanda seconded the 

motion. All ayes.  

Finance Committee 

No Report.  

Worship Committee/Nominations 

Stephen had no report as worship had 

not yet met as the February meeting was 

cancelled due to weather.  

 

Lay Leader Report 

 

Brent reported that the Prayer group has 

started meeting on Wednesdays again. 

The spare set of keys for the food pantry 

are missing from the workroom. 

Amanda has a set available in the office 

that can be used until the keys are found 

or replaced.  

 

Pastor Report 

  

Stephen has 12 check in/reach out calls, 

6 visits, 1 office visit and 1 email check 

in on congregants.  

 

Old Business 

 

Ed Maxwell stated the village of JC 

would be paying another installment to 

the FLC for continued use of the 

building for their meetings. He also let 

the council know that he took care of 

some forms with the county pertaining 

to the Sprague property next door. 

Continued on page 4 
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Pastor Stephen updated the council on 

where we are at with the grants. We 

have so far received a little over 

$1600.00 from the conference grant, 

and we are still waiting to hear back 

from the Miami Valley on the tech grant 

we applied for. Stephen will be reaching 

out to the IT teacher at the school for 

guidance on what is the best way to get 

closed circuit to our tvs in the nursery 

and the fellowship hall. Wendy asked 

the receipts be marked “grant” if they 

get paid out of the grant money.  

 

New Business 

Amanda let the council know that the 

Fish Pond will need wi-fi by July in 

order to comply with the new online 

reporting required by the West Ohio 

Food Bank. After some discussion, 

Amanda made a motion to move ahead 

with the install if okayed by Jack (not 

present) and it was seconded by Wendy. 

All ayes. It was noted that other renters 

have requested wi-fi too.  

 

Ed suggested that Wendy take the 

laptop that was in the sanctuary to see if 

it would meet her needs as treasurer. IF 

it works for what she needs we will find 

a different way to do online signups for 

the church.  

 

Wendy made a motion to eliminate the 

cable on the Spectrum bill since it has 

not been used in a long time. Motion 

was seconded by Amanda. All ayes.  

 

Council discussed the church website. It 

was noted we are having trouble putting 

the Sunday Service on the current 

website. A paper was passed out to 

show the costs of continuing with our 

current service or moving to another 

one. We would have to upgrade the 

current service with no guarantee that it 

would be any easier to upload the things 

we need , or navigate. There is another 

service which is strictly set up to help 

churches that we could move to. After 

much discussion it was decided that if 

we could get a refund from our current 

service we would switch now, otherwise 

we will wait until the end of our current 

contract to switch. Brent mad ethe 

motion with a second from Wendy. 

Motion passed.   

 

Bryce Carter will no longer be able to 

do the yardwork at the parsonage and 

church.  

 

Ed presented a drawing from the village 

engineers with the changes the village 

proposes to make to the alley outside 

the Family Life Center. Wendy made 

the motion to allow the village to 

concrete an unloading zone on the south 

end of the building, Amanda made the 

second. All ayes. The project should be 

completed by the end of 2022. 

 

A diaper bag filled with changing table 

items was donated to the church for the 

nursery. 

 

With no other business before the 

council, Pastor Stephen adjourned the 

meeting with a prayer. The next council 

meeting is April 8th, 2021 at 7pm.  
 
Worship 
Committee 
Rev. Stephen Luzader 

 

The worship committee met on 

Thursday, March 16th in the fellowship 

hall.  

The committee discussed the services 

for Holy Week: Maundy Thursday will 

be streamed online, with no 

accompanist, only a cappella singing. 

Outreach is taking care of the Stations 

of the Cross and the sunrise service.  

For Palm Sunday, Rose Ann asked that 

we put the words to “Everybody Sing 

Praise to the Lord” on the screen so the 

whole congregation can take part in the 

prelude. Rici and Rose Ann were 

working on getting some choir members 

to still walk to the front and lead 

everyone in the song.  

It was brought up that some in the 

congregation would like to see the 

social distancing protocols come down 

in the sanctuary. After much discussion, 

it was decided that for Easter, the ushers 

will be instructed to remove some of the 

ribbons IF they are needed for overflow. 

Otherwise, for now the decorations stay 

up. The committee will re-visit the 

discussion next month after gauging the 

comfort level of the congregation as 

well as guidance from ODH and the 

governor’s office.  

It was asked that we do the Apostles’ 

Creed more often; Stephen will look 

into it.  

It was also suggested that we go back to 

singing the doxology and bringing the 

offering up to the altar during service. 

We will be starting that up on Easter.  

With no other business before the 

committee, the meeting was adjourned. 

The 2021 Worship committee meeting 

schedule is: 

March 16th 

April 20th 

May 18th 

June 22nd 

July 20th 

August 17th 

September 21st 

October 19th 

November 16th 

December 21st 

 

All meetings will be at 7pm.  

 

SPRC News  
Kim Voress 

No SPRC report.  

Outreach 
News 
Amanda Shaffer  

 

The outreach team met twice in March 

to finalize the plans for Easter Sunrise 

service and the Stations of the Cross. 

Continued on page 5 
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We decided we would host a breakfast 

in between the two services for anyone 

who wants to attend. It will be done 

following covid protocols. Anyone with 

questions can see Deb Elliott or Kira 

Klinger. 

 

Remaining Meetings for 2021: 

May 16th 

July 18th 

September 19th 

November 21st 

 

Trustees 
Ron Ludwig 

 

The roof at the church was repaired in 

the hallway outside the secretary’s 

office, and the ceiling will be fixed in 

the near future. The front bathroom has 

been fixed at the parsonage.   

 

The extra dirt has been removed from 

around the house next door. The village 

will be moving gravel onto the property 

for us. Ed is making inquiries into the 

paving cost for that lot as we have had 

parishioners offering to pay for the 

project.   
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April 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
        1 

Sheryle 
Ludwig 

 2  3 
Jessica 

Zorn 
Maissen 

Akers  
             

4 
Todd & 

Kathy Lotz 

 5 
Scott & 

Letha Mann 

 6 
Casey 

Dodds 
Julia 

Zwiebel 
 

 7  8  9 
 

 10 

             
11 

Ross 
Ludwig 
Barry & 

Deb Elliott 

 12  13 
Madison 
Hickman 

 14 
Iesha 

Lampy 
Sue 

Ludwig 

 15 
 

 16  17 
Karen 

Sprague 

             
18  19  20  21  22 

Lori 
Wahrer 

Alicia 
Zwiebel 

 

 23  24 

             

25 
Meranda 

Doseck 
Mary Lou 

Stewart 

 26  27 
Addison 

Frye 

 28 
Elijah 
Lyme 

 29  30   
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