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 A Word From 
The Pastor 
Stephen Luzader 

“Be still, and know that I am God. I 

will be exalted among the nations, I 

will be exalted in the earth!” 

Psalm 46:10 

One beginning of May I asked a parent 

of one of our seniors if their student was 

ready for graduation? The mother 

replied, “She is ready, but first we all 

have to get through the month of May-

hem.” I heard this and it stopped me in 

my tracks. It spoke to me in a very 

honest and open way and caused me to 

reflect on what she meant and realize 

how busy the month of May is for 

families. We seem to think that being 

“busy” is a badge of honor in our 

society these days. We not only fill our 

schedules to the brim, but we fill our 

children’s schedules to the brim as well, 

equating “busyness” with 

productiveness. We try to cram every 

single minute of the day with some sort 

of activity. We constantly busy 

ourselves in some sort of venture. I 

would assume that most of the ventures 

we consume ourselves with are 

motivated by our secular and worldly 

interests and passions. For some of us, 

being busy is probably even an 

addiction. An addiction tat takes our 

time, money, and peace.  

But in our busy-ness we can lose 

something. We should be filling our 

lives and our hearts with the things of 

God and the things that are not of this 

world. But, how many of us claim to be 

too busy to pray, go to Sunday Worship, 

or get involved in a Bible study or 

class? These are all endeavors that will 

enable us to learn and grow in our 

relationship with God. How many of us 

are too busy or too uncomfortable to 

spend an hour a week in adoration 

before the Lord of the universe?  

Being busy, it is an excuse. We are 

uncomfortable in the presence of God, 

and the Enemy senses this in us, and 

exploits it. The thing that the world does 

not want the most is our growing in our 

unselfishness, which all the things that 

we become too busy to do, lead us away 

from. 

Be still, being still is the exact opposite 

of being busy. When we are still, and 

we un-busy ourselves, we can detach 

from the material and selfish world. 

When we are still, we can begin to 

know God, we can begin to dialogue 

with Him, and most importantly listen 

to Him. We are fooled into busying 

ourselves with the clutter and nose of 

this world, who masks and convinces us 

that it is necessary and even virtuous. 

We lose our souls in the anxiety and 

worry that the adrenaline of the 

“busyness rush” brings with it. When 

we slow down, and be still, we can truly 

become what we are created to be. We 

can focus on the internal and spiritual. 

We can become united with God. Thew 

unity that God desires for us. If we ask 

him to settle our lives more so we can 

dedicate those lives back to him, he will 

give us the answers on how to spend our 

time, and how to quiet our souls.   

continued on page 2 
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There is a reason why we wish the 

departed a “rest in peace.” Because it is 

only in rest, and quiet, and stillness, that 

we will find that peace we all long for. 

It can be found here on Earth, within the 

very spirit and breath of God. We must 

take the time to find it.  

Let us be filled with peace, quiet, and 

stillness. Let’s find the true meaning of 

Sabbath.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Stephen 

 

JCUMC Officers 
& Committee 
Chairs 
Chair: Eric Voress 

Recording Secretary: Daleen Braun 

Treasurer: Wendy Carter 

Trustees Chair: Ron Ludwig 

Finance Chair: Todd Lotz 

SPRC Chair: Kim Voress 

Outreach Chair: Amanda Shaffer 

Lay Leader: Brent Kerns 

Lay Member, Annual Conference: 

Wendy Carter/Kim Voress 

Congregational Care Coordinator: 

Emily Allison 

FLC Treasurer: Jack Toomey 

Childrens’ Ministry Director: Morgan 

Shaffer 

Student Ministry Director: Jessica 

Zorn 

Worship Chair: Pastor Stephen 

Luzader 

 Childrens 
Ministry 

Morgan Shaffer 

 

Jackson Center United Methodist 

invites children to Rocky Railway VBS: 

Jesus’ power pulls us through!  

We will be hosting VBS this year June 

14-18 from 6-8pm. At this years VBS, 

kids discover through life’s ups and 

downs that Jesus’ power pulls us 

through. Kids will participate in 

memorable Bible-learning activities, 

sing catchy songs, play teamwork 

building games, engage in fun snack-

eating experiences, take part in one-of-

a-kind Bible Adventures, collect Bible 

Memory Buddies to remind them to 

trust Jesus, and test out Sciency-Fun 

Gizmos they’ll take home and play with 

all summer long. Plus, kids will learn to 

look for evidence of God all around 

them through something called God 

Sightings. Each day concludes with the 

Rock Wrap Up that gets everyone 

involved in living what they’ve learned.  

We are currently collecting donations to 

help offset the cost of VBS. You can 

choose what items you would like to 

help purchase by visiting the display in 

the hallway outside the sanctuary. If you 

have questions or would like to 

volunteer/help behind the scenes, find 

me before or after church; email me at 

morgancmd@jcumcoh.org,; or call the 

office to leave a message for me! 

Thanks in advance for your help!  

Youth 
Ministry 
Jessica Zorn 

 

No report given.  

 

 

 

Ushers/ 
Counters/Pew 
Angels 

For May:  

Ushers: Jerry Davis 

Money Counters: Barry & Deb Elliott 
Pew Angel: Erin Pence 

For June:  

Ushers: Ann Bell, Cora May Heintz 

Money Counters: The Voress Family 

Pew Angel: Barry Elliott 

 

Lay Readers 
Lay Readers for the month of May are: 

May 2nd – Barry Elliott 

May 9th – Bev Wren 

May 16th – Karen Sprague 

May 23rd – Wendy Carter 

May 30th – Bev Suttles 

 

The 6 month lay reader schedule is 

available from Amanda. Please 

remember that if you cannot read on 

your assigned Sunday, it is up to you to 

find a replacement. Thanks!  

 

Card Ministry 
Emily Allison 

No report given.  

 

 

Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request through 

the week that you would like added to 

the prayer chain? If so, you can do so by 

calling Rose Ann Kerns at 937-596-

5214. If you are not on the prayer chain, 

but would like to be, please let Rose 

Ann know and she will get you added to 

a chain.  

You can also go to our new website: 

www.jcumcoh.org and add your request 

to our prayer wall! 

 

mailto:morgancmd@jcumcoh.org
http://www.jcumcoh.org/
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This Month’s  

Events 

May 2nd, 11:30am 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

New Members Class 

 

May 4th, 7pm 

Conference call 

UMW meeting  

 

May 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th @ 

6pm 

Family Life Center 

Weekly Prayer Meeting 

 

May 6th 

National Day of Prayer 

 

May 9th 

JCUMC 

Mother’s Day 

 

May 13th, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Church Council 

 

May 15th, 9am 

JCUMC 

Outside cleanup/planting day 

 

May 16th, 11:30am 

Lounge, JCUMC 

Outreach Meeting 

 

May 18th, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Worship Committee 

 

May 23rd 

Graduation Sunday 

 

May 31st 

Memorial Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 UMW News 
Sharon Zimpfer 

The UMW met on Tuesday, April 6th at 

7pm via our conference call in method. 

The meeting was opened by repeating 

the Purpose, followed by prayer and 

devotions by Sharon Zimpfer. There 

were 7 members on the call this month. 

The secretary’s report was read; no 

treasurer’s report was given. The 

treasurer’s report will be updated at the 

May meeting. Sharon noted that we had 

2 communications: 1 thank you from 

the Bodenmiller/Wren families for the 

angel sent and meal provided for Fred 

Bodenmiller’s funeral. Sharon also 

thanked all of those that provided food 

for that funeral meal. Also, we received 

a thank you from Maplewood UMW for 

sending the Thinking of You card to 

them.    

Under old business, as discussed at the 

March meeting, Thinking of You cards 

were sent to the churches that we 

normally invite to our Love Thy 

Neighbor night. This was a way of 

letting them know that we think of them 

often and pray that our lives will get 

back to normal and we’ll be able to 

meet in 2022. Pat Liebel blessed us with 

donating 6 beautiful handmade 

Thinking of You cards for us to send to 

the 6 churches and they were beautiful. 

Sharon sent a note to Pat thanking her 

for them. The only new business is that 

we’ll have our May meeting thru our 

conference call in again on My 4th. 

Many prayer concerns were lifted up at 

the end of our meeting and the meeting 

was closed in prayer.  

Giving 
As we continue to navigate through 

COVID, please don’t forget your 

faithful giving to the church. We have 

several ways you can give- you can 

drop it in the offering plate, you can 

mail it into the church or drop it off in 

the office, OR you can sign up for 

online giving! There is a link on our 

website, or you can call Amanda for 

help. There is also a video tutorial on 

our Facebook page.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain 

ministry:    $2365.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date):      

    $2079.00 

Church Council 
Daleen Braun 

 

The JCUMC Administrative Council 

met on April 8, 2021. Chairman Eric 

Voress called the meeting to order. 

Eight members were present. Pastor 

Stephen opened the meeting with a 

devotion from Genesis 50:20 and a 

prayer. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Amanda moved to approve the minutes 

of the March meeting with no 

corrections or additions. Jack seconded 

the motion. All ayes. 

 

Finance Report 

Wendy Carter handed out the church 

financial reports. Jack reported the FLC 

had an income of $675 and expenditures 

of $486.00 in the month of March. He 

would like to make some improvements 

at the Life Center, including a fresh coat 

of paint, new door handles or doors, and 

potentially a projector and screen. He 

purchased 12 new chairs for the FLC, 

still working on replacing all chairs to 

the sturdier white ones. Kim moved to 

accept the financial reports and Amanda 

seconded. All ayes. 

Finance Committee 

No Report.  

 

Worship Committee/Nominations 

Pastor Stephen stated that we are 

staying with every other pew being 

marked off for now. There is a meeting 

in 2 weeks. (see worship article) 

Continued on page 4 
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Lay Leader Report 

No Report.  

 

Pastor Report  

Pastor Stephen had 12 check in/reach 

out calls and 2 in home meetings with 

members this month. There will be a 

new members class on Sunday May 2nd 

after worship. He noted the mission trip 

has been cancelled until next year. We 

will be having Bible School the week of 

June 14th. 

 

Old Business 

We have not heard anything on the 

AED’s. We will receive a total of 

$10,950 in grant money this year. West 

Ohio Conference Grant: $6500, Miami 

Valley District Grant: $3450, Social 

Media Grant: $1000. Using the money 

that has come in so far, we have begun 

to purchase some of the upgrade items 

that were on the “wish list.” The TV has 

been purchased and installed in the 

nursery. It is a smart TV and streams 

our service to the nursery so our 

younger parents don’t have to miss the 

service.  

 

Amanda gave an update on the website. 

We could not receive a refund from Wix 

for the current website, but we DID 

receive a donation that covered the rest 

of the year on Wix as well as an entire 

year on the new site. Because of that 

generous donation, our new website, 

www.jcumcoh.org is now up and 

running. We also now have a YouTube 

channel. All services are uploaded to 

YouTube on Monday morning. 

 

New Business 

Pastor Stephen noted the committees 

need to meet more regularly. Young 

members are inquiring when the 

committee they are on is going to meet. 

 

Bryce Carter will be able to continue the 

lawncare at the church and parsonage 

this summer after all.  

 

There was discussion about cleaning up 

the flowerbeds and mulching around the 

church. We had used FFA students 

before, but they are not doing the mulch 

sale this year. We set a date of May 15th 

to have the congregation help with this 

task. Amanda will call and check on 

mulch prices from Kah’s Nursery. Brent 

said it took about 6 yards the last time 

we mulched.  

 

With no other business, Eric Voress 

adjourned the meeting with a prayer. 

The next council meeting is May 13, 

2021 at 7pm. 
 
Worship 
Committee 
Rev. Stephen Luzader 

 

The worship committee met on 

Tuesday, April 20th at 7pm at the 

church. Present were Kathy Smith, 

Ricki Maxwell, Sharon Zimpfer, Terri 

Hejduk, RoseAnn Kerns, Brent Kerns 

(LL), Clara Mae Leininger, Cora May 

Heintz, and Pastor Stephen (Chair). 

The meeting was brought to order by 

Pastor Stephen, who then led the 

committee in prayer. In discussing the 

worship service it was brought to 

attention that we are “celebrating” 

birthdays/anniversaries in the worship 

bulletin of people who have not been 

active in the church for years and should 

we continue the practice? Pastor 

Stephen noted that if they are on the 

membership list their special days are 

celebrated and that a closer look and 

potential “clean-up” of the membership 

list may be in order.  

We will continue to alternate Doxology 

songs, every other week between the 

traditional, hymnal version and the new 

version found on laminated cards in the 

pews. Both will be shown on the TV 

screens as well. 

A mystery was posed about the 

Christian flag in the sanctuary being 

repeatedly moved to the back corner of 

the sanctuary from its normal spot. No 

explanation was given. An investigation 

was opened.  

It was noted that congregants responded 

positively to the darker background 

used on the TV screens as it made the 

words “pop” off the screens. 

In new business, the committee voted 

unanimously to send a recommendation 

to the Church Council that it is time to 

remove the ribbons blocking off pews in 

the sanctuary and open all pews for 

worship. The recommendation will be 

presented to the Council at their next 

meeting on May 13, 2021.  

Discussions were had about upcoming 

“special” Sundays of Mother’s Day 

(May 9th), Graduation Recognition 

(May 16th), and Memorial Day (May 

30th). Plans to make them extra special 

were discussed but in order to save the 

surprise they cannot be disclosed at this 

moment. 

With no other business before the 

committee, the meeting was adjourned. 

The 2021 Worship committee meeting 

schedule is: 

May 18th 

June 22nd 

July 20th 

August 17th 

September 21st 

October 19th 

November 16th 

December 21st 

 

All meetings will be at 7pm.  

 

 
SPRC News  
Kim Voress 

No SPRC report.  

 

http://www.jcumcoh.org/
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Outreach 
News 
Amanda Shaffer  

 

The outreach team was busy during 

Holy Week – we had the Stations of the 

Cross, Easter Sunrise service and Easter 

breakfast. Turnout for the stations was 

not as high as we would have liked – 

only 9 people came to take the journey, 

but we had a fantastic turnout for Easter 

sunrise service, and a large group of 

them stayed for breakfast. A heartfelt 

thanks to Deb and Kira for organizing 

and cooking for the breakfast, as well as 

the rest of the Outreach team who 

helped with sunrise and stations. 

 

Amanda went to Sidney for a grant 

proposal meeting for the 7 churches 

backpack program we are taking over. 

This grant is supplied by the United 

Way, but is decided upon by students 

from Shelby County schools. We are 

hoping to hear on that grant shortly. 

This grant, as well as another one we 

apply for in the fall, helps to keep the 

cost to the churches low, if not at zero. 

There will be a meeting at Grace 

Lutheran next month to finalize all the 

numbers for this year.  

 

Remaining Meetings for 2021: 

May 16th 

July 18th 

September 19th 

November 21st 

 

 

Trustees 
Ron Ludwig 

 

The Wi-Fi has been installed at the 

Family Life Center. A big thank you to 

Karen and Warren Sprague for taking 

the time to be there for the install.  

 

 

FLC Operating 
Fund 
This year, a total of $2,240 has been 

raised to help pay for the utilities, 

insurance and other expenses for the 

Family Life Center. Last year, $2,860 

was donated. If you would like to 

participate, you can pick up a form at 

the back of the sanctuary, outside the 

secretarys’ office, or you can find it on 

our Facebook page. When the pandemic 

subsides, we will resume the monthly 

drawings for baked goods. You don’t 

want to miss out! 

 

Memorial Day 
Services 
The annual Memorial Day Services will 

be held Monday, May 31. The 

organizers ask that you remember to 

social distance and wear your mask. The 

services will be: 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church (Montra) 

9am 

Seven Day Baptist Cemetery (JC) 

9:30am 

JC Memorial Park (JC) 10am 

Please take the time to remember and 

give thanks to those who gave of 

themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want something in 

the newsletter? 

Deadline for the 

June newsletter is 

May 20th! 
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May 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
            1 

Ron & 
Sheryle 
Ludwig  

             
2 

 
 3  4 

 
 5  6 

Rev. 
Stephen 
Luzader 

 7 
 

JR Frye 

 8 
Cameron 

Ross 

             
9 

 
 10  11  12 

Rose Ann 
Kerns  

 13 
Terry 

Johnston 
Ryan 

Harris 

 14 
Kim 

Voress 

 15 
 

 

             
16 

Lynn Rue 
 
 
 

 17  18 
Ashleigh 

Gross 

 19 
Bart & 
Kathy 
Smith  

 20 
 

 21  22 
Emily 

Allison 
Raegan 

Gross 
             

23 
 

 24 
Cody Smith 

 25 
Skyler 

Lotz 

 26 
Dave & 

Deb Mann 
Maryn 

Ludwig 

 27 
Jim & 
Linda 

Dodge 

 28 
 

 29 

             
30  31 

Bud Allison 
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