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 A Word From 
The Pastor 
Stephen Luzader 

By now you’ve probably heard the news 

that I am being moved to North 

Lewisburg United Methodist Church at 

the end of this month (June). Although, 

as of this writing, we do not know who 

will be filling the pulpit of Jackson 

Center United Methodist Church we 

know that a change is coming. Change 

can be scary and I for one need to be 

eased into change, even though that has 

rarely been the case in my life. This 

change is sudden for the church, for me, 

and for the incoming Pastor (again, as 

of this writing they have not been told 

they are moving to Jackson Center.) 

Change can also be exciting, it can be 

seen as an adventure, it really all comes 

down to the attitude with which we 

choose to see change. Scary or exciting, 

all change brings with it the opportunity 

for growth. We learn from the past, and 

what we have known and use both the 

successes and failures to help us to 

grow. I know that I will take lessons 

learned in my time here with you all and 

use them to grow myself in this time of 

change as I go to a new church and 

bring those lessons to a new 

community. Likewise the church body 

can take lessons they have learned into 

this change and show off its growth to a 

new Pastor. We learn from the past, but 

we should not embrace the past.  

Several years ago a study came out that 

gave churches some ideas of things they 

need to embrace in order to be fruitful 

and growing churches. (Some of you 

may recognize the language.) The five 

areas for churches to look at are the 

areas of Radical Hospitality, Passionate 

Worship, Intentional Faith 

Development, Risk Taking 

Mission/Service, and Extravagant 

Generosity. The United Methodist 

denomination took hold of these ideas 

and have been encouraging the local 

church to try and implement all five into 

the life of the church. Although our time 

has been short, we have made some 

great strides in these areas in the past 

three years, and I’d like to take the time 

to look back a little as we prepare to 

look forward. In the area of Radical 

Hospitality – and Radical means above 

and beyond being the “friendly” church 

that every church in America claims to 

be – we have given our fellowship hall, 

the most used room in the building by 

outside groups, a new look with a fresh 

coat of paint and putting the chairs and 

tables that were leaning against the wall 

onto racks to better hold and move 

them. To the changing table in the 

nursery, we added a diaper bag, 

complete with all the items needed to 

change a little one, in case of 

emergency use by the parents. We also 

added to the nursery a donated Pack and 

Play, a diaper pail for used diapers, a 

TV so parents who need to bring their 

child to the nursery can watch the 

worship service live. We also removed 

items from the nursery that cluttered the 

space and in some cases were dangerous 

for little ones. The women’s restroom 

now has feminine products. New 

banners were purchased to replace ones 

that had been hanging for over 10 years. 

We have a new coffee bar that is visible 

to anyone as they enter the church. We 
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have a new and improved website for 

the church that includes a phone app, 

and wi-fi in the sanctuary. We started 

the newsletter back up; our mission 

statement is visible on a wall for anyone 

to see our purpose. We have a new, 

welcoming bulletin insert for members 

and visitors to easily see what’s 

happening in the church. The church 

purchased the land next door to us and 

is in the process of finishing expanding 

the parking lot for more people to be 

able to park close and not have to cross 

the street to come to church. The Family 

Life Center got a much-needed paint job 

inside and we can now accept credit 

cards to reserve the FLC. All of these 

things say we care about not just our 

members, but also anyone who would 

visit or use our building(s).  

Under Passionate Worship we have 

caught up with most churches by 

putting video screens in the sanctuary to 

help draw people into worship in 

various ways, from having the words of 

songs and liturgy on the screen to being 

able to play videos or use pictures to 

enhance the worship service. We added 

a streaming service to improve our on-

line worship experience and the church 

now has a YouTube channel from 

which anyone can watch a worship 

service. We have a donated, new 

electronic piano for use by our 

accompanists.  

In the area of Intentional Faith 

Development, the Covid Pandemic put a 

hurt on us, as it cancelled plans for a 

Confirmation Class and a Spiritual Gifts 

Assessment class. However, we did start 

a new small group for young adults 

called NOOMA that meets on Sunday 

evenings, and we started and then had to 

halt (thanks pandemic) our Wednesday 

evening Bible Buddies for children. We 

did recruit a Children’s Ministry and 

Youth Ministry directors, who both will 

be able to do more now that restrictions 

are being lifted.  

For Risk Taking Missions/Service we 

started a partnership with the Ronald 

McDonald House of Dayton. We are 

now heading up the Backpack Food 

Program for the school. We initiated the 

tradition of giving all Jackson Center 

High School graduating seniors a 

“SWAG Bag: from the church. Even 

though it was a one time thing 

(hopefully) we were the hub of a 

recover ministry for those in Dayton 

and Celina impacted by tornadoes as we 

collected and distributed water donated 

from the community.  

Finally for Extravagant Generosity, we 

started an “E-Giving” service in which 

people can sign up to have their giving 

to the church be done electronically and 

we have links to be able to do so on our 

website and Facebook pages, allowing 

anyone to give to the church even if 

they are not here in person to give. In an 

age where most people don’t carry 

money and the checkbook is 

disappearing, it is a Radical Hospitable 

way for people to support God’s 

mission through our church. 

Wow, all of that in just three years!! 

Makes ya excited about what is to come 

for this church and all the ways your 

new Pastor may help lead you all into 

further growth in all five of those areas.  

I will miss the community and the 

people of Jackson Center, it is a neat 

place to live. I’m really not looking 

forward to making my 13th move in my 

adult life to live in my 8th county in 

Ohio. I am excited for opportunities for 

growth for myself, my new church, and 

to see how Jackson Center United 

Methodist Church will continue to grow 

and be even more relevant in God’s 

Kingdom.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Stephen 

 

JCUMC Officers 
& Committee 
Chairs 
Chair: Eric Voress 

Recording Secretary: Daleen Braun 

Treasurer: Wendy Carter 

Trustees Chair: Ron Ludwig 

Finance Chair: Todd Lotz 

SPRC Chair: Kim Voress 

Outreach Chair: Amanda Shaffer 

Lay Leader: Brent Kerns 

Lay Member, Annual Conference: 

Wendy Carter/Kim Voress 

Congregational Care Coordinator: 

Emily Allison 

FLC Treasurer: Jack Toomey 

Childrens’ Ministry Director: Morgan 

Shaffer 

Student Ministry Director: Jessica 

Zorn 

Worship Chair: Pastor Stephen 

Luzader 

 Childrens 
Ministry 

Morgan Shaffer 

 

Vacation Bible School preparations are 

well under way! We are almost 

completely staffed, most of our supplies 

have been ordered, and we are almost 

ready to go! We are still in need of crew 

leaders, so if you feel led to help out, 

please contact me or the office! We 

would love to have your help!  

We will be decorating for VBS on 

Sunday, June 13th right after church if 

anyone would like to come and help.  

We are still in need of a few supplies, if 

you would like to help with that, please 

contact the office for an up-to-date list 

of what is needed. We thank you in 
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 advance for any help you can give!  

 

I am BEYOND excited to be able to get 

back into the children’s ministry now 

that things are getting back to normal. 

In the next couple of months, once we 

get through VBS, I am hoping to get 

Sunday School back up and running and 

am planning on starting Bible Buddies 

back up in September! Keep your eyes 

peeled as we get up and moving again! 

Youth 
Ministry 
Jessica Zorn 

 

No report given.  

Ushers/ 
Counters/Pew 
Angels 

For June:  

Ushers: Ann Bell, Cora May Heintz 

Money Counters: The Voress Family 

Pew Angel: Barry Elliott 

 

For July:  

Ushers:  Brent Kerns 

Money Counters: Larry & Lola 

Clevenger 

Pew Angel:  Dailyn Shaffer 

 

Lay Readers 
Lay Readers for the month of June are: 

June 6th – Community Service 

June 13th – Amanda Shaffer 

June 20th – Jack Toomey 

June 27th – Barry Elliott 

 

The 6 month lay reader schedule is 

available from Amanda. Please 

remember that if you cannot read on 

your assigned Sunday, it is up to you to 

find a replacement. Thanks!  

 

Card Ministry 
Emily Allison 

Emily sent our 3 sympathy, 2 surgery, 

10 easter, 5 thinking of you, and 2 

praying for you cards for a total of 22 

cards sent since her last report.  

 

Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request through 

the week that you would like added to 

the prayer chain? If so, you can do so by 

calling Rose Ann Kerns at 937-596-

5214. If you are not on the prayer chain, 

but would like to be, please let Rose 

Ann know and she will get you added to 

a chain.  

You can also go to our new website: 

www.jcumcoh.org and add your request 

to our prayer wall! 

 

 UMW News 
Sharon Zimpfer 

No report given.  

Giving 
As we continue to navigate through 

COVID, please don’t forget your 

faithful giving to the church. We have 

several ways you can give- you can 

drop it in the offering plate, you can 

mail it into the church or drop it off in 

the office, OR you can sign up for 

online giving! There is a link on our 

website, or you can call Amanda for 

help. There is also a video tutorial on 

our Facebook page.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain 

ministry:    $2365.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date):      

    $2113.00 

 

Church Council 
Daleen Braun 

 

The JCUMC Administrative Council 

met on May 13, 2021. Chairman Eric 

Voress called the meeting to order. 

Eleven members were present. Pastor 

Stephen opened the meeting with a 

devotion from Galatians 1:10 and a 

prayer. 

Secretary’s Report 

Wendy moved to approve the minutes 

of the April meeting with no corrections 

or additions. Amanda seconded the  

motion. All ayes.  

 

Finance Report 

Wendy Carter handed out the church 

financial reports. Wendy stated she was 

made aware of past due bills not paid at 

the hardware store. She has paid the 

bills and asked that anyone purchasing 

from the store would turn in copies of 

the receipts. Amanda is going to make 

sure the store has the church email for 

the month end statements. It was 

discussed to not renew the Sam’s Club 

membership due to no activity. Jack 

Toomey reported that the FLC had $535 

in income and $363.75 in expenses for 

the month of April. He stated that he 

had obtained two paint quotes for the 

FLC main room and Eric, Pastor 

Stephen and himself made the decision 

to go ahead with Elsass Painting for 

$1,520.00. The room is done and looks 

really nice. He had some pricing for the 

projector and screen and it was decided 

to table until the next meeting. He is 

going to get some pricing on upgrading 

the TV to a smart TV, and possibly go 

with that instead of a projector/screen. 

He also mentioned he is still working on 

the front door and side door handles and 

locks. The handles are very loose and 

not secure. Todd moved to accept the 

financial reports and Brent seconded the 

motion. All ayes. 

Finance Committee 

No Report.  

Continued on page 4 
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This Month’s  

Events 

June 1st , 6:30pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

UMW meeting/dinner 

 

June 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd  

6pm 

Family Life Center 

Weekly Prayer Meeting 

 

June 6th, 10:30am 

Tent, Community Days 

Community Church Service 

 

June 10th, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Church Council 

 

June 14th-18th 6-8pm 

JCUMC 

Vacation Bible School 

 

June 20th, 10:30am 

Sanctuary, JCUMC 

VBS kids perform 

Father’s Day 

 

June 22nd, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Worship Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Worship Committee/Nominations 

Pastor Stephen brought a 

recommendation from the worship 

committee to remove the ribbons from 

the pews. It was decided to discuss it 

during new business. We will be 

honoring 4 high school seniors on May 

16th, and taking in 4 new members on 

May 23rd.  

 

 

Lay Leader Report 

Brent and his son Jason went around the 

church trimming the bushes to help get 

ready for the clean up on Saturday. He 

has 2 skids of mulch coming to mulch 

the flowerbeds that day also.  

 

Pastor Report  

Pastor Stephen reported he visited with 

both Bud Allison and Hank Zimpfer this 

week. Ed Maxwell told Pastor that the 

group that was going to use our kitchen 

for Community Days doesn’t need it 

anymore, they have a tent to use, but 

would like to know if they can borrow 

tables. It was discussed and a motion 

made by Eric and seconded by Morgan 

to let them use the tables providing they 

sign a waiver stating they will make a 

donation to the church and pay for any 

damages to the tables. All ayes. Pastor 

mentioned the hall closets are 

overflowing and   asked if we could get 

rid of old financial records from the 

1990s and old Christmas decorations no 

longer used. It was decided to get rid of 

old records and make the congregation 

aware of the old decorations. We will 

let people know that they are available 

to take home for a donation.  

Pastor Stephen announced he has been 

assigned to North Lewisburg Methodist 

Church and his last Sunday will be June 

13th. He stated that Rum Creek will now 

be sharing a pastor with Quincy. The 

new pastor, once assigned, will be 

starting June 27th. Kim is working with 

the District Superintendent about the 

new pastor.  

 

Old Business 

It was noted that the JC Fire Department 

did not get a grant to help us obtain an 

AED for the church. It was discussed 

whether or not we could just buy one 

with church funds. After discussion, it 

was decided that Kim would make an 

announcement on Sunday for donations 

for the AED. Donations can be given to 

Amanda, Kim, or Wendy, and the AED 

will be purchased once all monies have 

been raised. Discussion was also had to 

possibly have a CPR class to have 

church members trained for when there 

are services or meetings. They will let 

Ron Ludwig know if we are going to do 

this. 

 

New Business 

Amanda passed around a copy of a 

Video/Consent form for approval. This 

needs to be signed by a parent for their 

child to be participating in a church 

service/any church functions that may 

be featured on the internet (Facebook, 

YouTube, website). After a couple of 

changes, motion was made by Todd and 

seconded by Kim to adopt the new 

consent form. All ayes. Amanda will 

make the approved changes and include  

it in the VBS registration.  

With the COVID situation, it was 

discussed to get the sanctuary back to 

normal. We are leaving signs on the 

doors in regards to masks until the 

mandate is lifted on June 2nd. It was 

decided, however, to take the ribbons 

down and allow the congregation to sit 

where they please.  

 

With no other business, Eric Voress 

adjourned the meeting with a prayer. 

The next council meeting is June 10th , 

2021 at 7pm. 

 
Worship 
Committee 
Rev. Stephen Luzader 

 

The worship committee met on 

Tuesday, May 18th, 2021. Present were 

Sharon Z., Amanda S., Rose Ann K., 

Brent K., Ricki M., Cora May H., Clara 

Mae L., and Pastor Stephen.  

Pastor Stephen opened the meeting with 

a prayer.  

Pastor Stephen asked if anyone on the 

committee had heard any feedback on 

the new format for the bulletin inserts 

(being larger, in color, with space to 

take notes). A comment was made that 

the new format was too large and 

distracting. Pastor Stephen explained 

the reasoning behind his decision for the 

change. A couple more comments were 

added that they liked the new format. A 

suggestion was made that we continue 

to go with the new format for the inserts 

Continued on page 5 
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 unless more congregants voiced their 

displeasure over the ones who like the 

new format. 

Under old business, Pastor Stephen 

again made an appeal for members of 

the committee to reach out to people to 

provide special music for the summer.  

Under new business discussion was had 

about the upcoming Memorial Day 

observance Sunday service. It was 

decided that we would ask members of 

the congregation to bring in pictures of 

their loved ones who are no longer with 

us, but that served in the military, and a 

display would be made. Ricki said that 

she has been practicing special music 

for that service and she will be the 

special music for the day. Some 

discussion was held about the 

decorating of the altar and it was 

decided to go simple and not overboard.  

A discussion was then held about 

Father’s Day and what kind of gift 

could be given to the men of the 

congregation in the same way we gave 

women a gift on Mother’s Day. Ideas 

were bounced back and forth about 

whether getting an item or food would 

be more appropriate. No final decision 

was reached.  

The Community Days worship service 

was brought up and the consensus 

seemed to be that Jackson Center 

United Methodist would participate 

fully in the service IF the service were 

truly ecumenical and we were actually 

asked to help plan and/or be a part of 

delivering the service. No such offer 

had been made at the time of the 

meeting. However, if it happens that the 

service is being put on by just one 

church, without the other churches 

participating that members of the 

congregation could attend but that 

JCUMC would hold their own service 

in our building. Pastor Stephen offered 

to reach out to who we believed to be in 

charge of the event to see if we could 

partner or not.  

Finally a discussion was held about how 

the worship committee might be 

supportive of the incoming pastor. 

Pastor Stephen gave some ideas to 

consider. 

The meeting was adjourned with a 

tentative meeting scheduled for next 

month at 7pm.  

June 22nd 

July 20th 

August 17th 

September 21st 

October 19th 

November 16th 

December 21st 

 

All meetings will be at 7pm.  

 

SPRC News  
Kim Voress 

No SPRC report.  

Outreach 
News 
Amanda Shaffer  

 

JCUMC Outreach is officially in charge 

of the 7 Churches Backpack Program. 

Amanda attended the year end meeting 

at Grace Lutheran church to officially 

“take over” and get the numbers for the 

2020-21 school year. We started the 

year delivering 50 bags a week for 

students to take home, and by the end of 

the year we were down to 22 as people 

got back to work following the 

pandemic.  

 

A little history on the Backpack 

program: It was started in 2016 by 

Pastor Phil Jarrells of Mt. Tabor United 

Methodist and his wife Cora. They 

teamed up with other area churches: 

Maplewood, JCUMC, Grace Lutheran, 

Christ the King, Only Believe, and part 

of the Petersburg Parishes to make sure 

that our kids at Jackson Center who 

were on the free/reduced lunches at 

school had healthy options on the 

weekends. Through donations of money 

and food, as well as grants, they have 

built this program into an amazing 

venture. We have been involved from 

the beginning, and have gotten to watch 

it grow. We are super blessed to be able 

to take this over for Phil and Cora, and 

we have some mighty big shoes to fill. 

They have worked tirelessly to make 

sure that the participating churches only  

have to donate their time, procuring 

enough money each year that none of 

the churches have had to pay any money 

in for the last couple of years. We hope 

to be able to continue that tradition. We 

will be starting off the 2021-22 school 

year with some left over supplies, and 

plenty of left over money from last year. 

We also just received a $500 grant from 

the United Way, with another one we 

can apply for next month.  

 

This program is not limited to only the 

outreach team, ANYONE in the church 

is welcome to participate. If you would 

like to help or have any questions, you 

can see Amanda. I am hoping to set up 

an individual “board” to oversee this 

program, so if you feel led to serve, 

please let me know! 

 

We did deliver 40 goody bags to the 

graduating seniors at JCHS on Friday 

May 21, at their graduation practice. 

They were received well, and the 

administration was grateful we decided 

to continue this project.  

 

The outreach team doesn’t have any 

other projects on the docket right now, 

but as life continues to get back to 

normal, we are hoping to be able to do 

more projects! As usual, if you have any 

ideas, please let an outreach team 

member know! 

 

Remaining Meetings for 2021: 

July 18th 

September 19th 

November 21st 
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Trustees 
Ron Ludwig 

 

All the weeds have been sprayed around 

the church. We are still waiting to hear 

the cost of paving the new parking lot, 

hopefully we will have that  info soon. 

In the meantime, it would be a good 

idea for people to park in the gravel lot 

to help pack it down. We did let the 

village know that the lot is available for 

overflow parking during Community 

Days.  
FLC Operating 
Fund 
This year, a total of $2,240 has been 

raised to help pay for the utilities, 

insurance and other expenses for the 

Family Life Center. Last year, $2,860 

was donated. If you would like to 

participate, you can pick up a form at 

the back of the sanctuary, outside the 

secretary’s office, or you can find it on 

our Facebook page. When the pandemic 

subsides, we will resume the monthly 

drawings for baked goods. You don’t 

want to miss out! 

Church 
Update 
“Update”  
By now, you have all surely seen some 

of the updates that have happened at the 

church (if not, hopefully you read them 

in the Pastor’s article). We thought we’d 

take a moment to explain some of them, 

and how we’ve paid for everything.  

We have had the TVs in the sanctuary 

for a while now – those were given and 

installed by donation from a family in 

our church.  

The new coffee bar was done entirely 

through donations from several 

members of the church.  

The diaper bag, diaper pail, and pack 

and play, shelf in the women’s 

bathroom, and supplies for the shelf 

were all given by members of our 

congregation.  

The desk in the secretary’s office was 

also a donation. 

The TV in the nursery, the new 

computer in the secretary’s office were 

obtained through a grant that the office 

applied for last September. While we 

didn’t get all we asked for, the 

conference gave us a nice grant to help 

us along in our goals.  

Soon, you will see a new digital board 

and camera for the sanctuary. These are 

being bought with a tech grant we 

received from the Miami Valley District 

last winter. The current camera will still 

be used around the church, but with 

doing services online, we needed a 

streaming camera to make the quality 

better. 

The new website was paid for through 

an anonymous donation. 

All the new backgrounds you see each 

week on the screens were/are obtained 

using a social media grant Amanda got 

for attending an online Zoom session.  

In the coming weeks, we will be 

installing an AED for emergencies – 

this too was donated by a generous 

member of our congregation. 

To all who have donated, thank you! 

If you have questions, please feel free to 

contact the office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Makes A 
Dad 

God took the strength of a mountain, 

The majesty of a tree,  

The warmth of a summer sun 

The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature, 

The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages, 

The power of the eagle’s flight, 

The joy of a morning in spring,  

The faith of a mustard seed, 

The patience of eternity, 

The depth of a family need. 

When God combined these qualities, 

When there was nothing more to add,  

He knew His masterpiece was complete, 

And so, He called it….Dad. 

-Author Unknown 

 

 

Want something in 

the newsletter? 

Deadline for the 

June newsletter is 

June 23rd! 
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June 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
    1  2  3 

Jack & 
Marta 

Toomey 

 4 
Dick & 
Helen 

Taylor 

 5 
Dana 
Price 

             
6 

Carleigh 
Ross 

 7 
Dennis Lotz 

Vic Hurley 

 8 
Bill 

Forsyth 
John & Kira 

Klinger 

 9 
 

 10 
Brody 
Gross 

Michele 
Ricker 
Olivia 

Voress  

 11 
Dana Bales 
Sandy Lotz 

 12 
 

             
13 

Bryan & 
Lori 

Wahrer 
Colin 

Christler 

 14 
 

 15  16 
Trenton 

Mann 
Tom 

Suttles 

 17 
Bud & 
Emily 

Allison 
Dan Akers 
Ed & Ricki 

Maxwell 

 18 
Jane 

Klopfenstein 

 19 
 

 

             
20 

 
 21  22 

Kathy 
Smith 

Nick & 
Daleen 
Braun 

 23  24 
 

 25 
Sharon 

Zimpfer 

 26 

             

27 
 

 28 
Roy & Sandy 

Shuff 

 29  30       
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