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 A Word From 
The Pastor 
Rev. Randy Bratka 

Once, back in 2003, during an intensive 

week of seminary class on Church 

History at the Parchment Valley Retreat 

Center in West Virginia, I decided to 

venture out to look for the Grapevine 

Chapel (an outdoor prayer area) located 

on the newly dedicated Missionary 

Prayer Trail. I thought that since I had 

an hour to spare after finishing lunch, I 

would go there to pray. The trail was a 

wonderful, although muddy, experience. 

I was finally able to see the wind chime 

that I had donated to the trail. I was led 

by a dog that would occasionally stop 

and look back to see if I was able to 

keep up. I lost track of the count of the 

11 wind chimes that were in memory of 

11 Baptist missionaries who were 

martyred in the Philip pines. I was 

looking forward to seeing the Grapevine 

Chapel which was modeled after 

Hopevale, an outdoor church of the 

hidden community of missionaries who 

were martyred on Panay Island. What I 

did not anticipate was that I was about 

to experience firsthand how the 

Japanese had difficulty finding the 

hidden missionary community on the 

island. Apparently, the mountains on 

Panay Island were densely forested with 

a myriad of trails running through them. 

If someone was not sure of exactly 

where they were going, they could 

easily become lost or sidetracked. As I 

kept following the road uphill, downhill 

and further into the woods at Parchment 

Valley, I wondered what it must have 

been like for those missionaries to have 

had to hide out in the wooded hills. I 

kept on walking while convincing 

myself I would come upon the 

Grapevine Chapel at any time or just 

around the next bend. I came across a 

turtle crossing the road and stopped to 

admire it. I felt like Francis of Assisi, 

greeting the animals while journeying 

through the countryside with the wolf of 

Gubbio (a.k.a. the dog) at his side. The 

chapel never seemed to appear and 

along the way I came to some forks in 

the road and chose to follow what I 

thought to be the main road. Finally, I 

looked at my watch and decided I had 

better get going in order to return in 

time for class. I thought that I would 

just have to wait and try to find the 

chapel at ta later time. I started to run to 

try and make better time returning to 

class. I eventually came to a fork in the 

road and took what I thought was the 

road I had come from. After walking for 

quite a while, I ran into some felled 

trees and eventually what literally 

seemed like the end of the road. I started 

to panic as I realized that I was lost in 

the woods. In the midst of my fear, I 

began to pray that God would guide me. 

I began to calm down as my heart 

stopped racing. Suddenly, the hymn 

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

came to my mind and I began to sing. 

God revealed to me how in our times of 

trouble and despair, when all seems lost, 

that all we need to do is to call upon 

Him. I realized that sometimes our 

focus on the gravity of our current 

situations sometimes blinds us to our 

opportunity to call upon the “God who 

has been our help in ages past.” I 

retraced my steps back to the fork in the 

continued on page 2 
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 road and took the original route I had 

followed into the woods. Suddenly 

things began to look familiar to me and 

I was relieved to know that all was 

going to be well. On the way back I 

came across a young turtle stuck upside 

down in the mud and I bent down and 

turned it over, hopefully providing it 

with a much needed second chance on 

life. I walked through many a spider 

web and even swallowed a gnat! On my 

way back, I finally found the 

“camouflaged” wood and stone chapel 

and stopped to thank God for quite 

literally showing me the way. I 

eventually made it back to class, 

although late, sweaty and muddy. I am 

thankful for the experience though, as I 

have come to appreciate the 

memorialized martyred missionaries on 

the prayer trail even more and learned a 

valuable lesson on trust and faith. 

Grace and Peace (2 Peter 1:2), 

Pastor Randy 

 

JCUMC Officers 
& Committee 
Chairs 
Chair: Eric Voress 

Recording Secretary: Daleen Braun 

Treasurer: Wendy Carter 

Trustees Chair: Ron Ludwig 

Finance Chair: Todd Lotz 

SPRC Chair: Kim Voress 

Outreach Chair: Amanda Shaffer 

Lay Leader: Brent Kerns 

Lay Member, Annual Conference: 

Wendy Carter/Kim Voress 

Congregational Care Coordinator: 

Emily Allison 

FLC Treasurer: Jack Toomey 

Childrens’ Ministry Director: Morgan 

Shaffer 

Student Ministry Director: Jessica 

Zorn 

Worship Chair: Pastor Stephen 

Luzader 

 Childrens 
Ministry 

Morgan Shaffer 

 

Another year of VBS is in the books. 

While we didn’t have near the number 

of kids we were hoping for (we only 

ended up with 7), we had an awesome 

time with the kids we did have.  

A HUGE thank you to everyone who 

donated toward VBS this year, special 

thanks to Terri Hejduk, Shia Akers, 

Marion Shaffer, Dailyn Shaffer, Karen 

Sprague, Kathy Smith, Jessica Zorn, 

Erin Pence, Amanda Shaffer, and Pastor 

Stephen for all your help in making our 

week a success. We couldn’t have done 

it without you.  

I am looking forward to continuing to 

reboot our children’s ministry post-

COVID. Keep an eye out in newsletters, 

on Facebook and our website for what’s 

next! 

Youth 
Ministry 
Jessica Zorn 

 

No report given.  

 

Ushers/ 
Counters/Pew 
Angels 

 

For July:  

Ushers:  Brent Kerns 

Money Counters: Larry & Lola 

Clevenger 

Pew Angel:  Dailyn Shaffer 

 

For August: 

Ushers: Melanie Lotz, Steve Christler 

Money Counters: Pat & Wendy Carter 

Pew Angel:  Erin Pence 

 

Lay Readers 
Lay Readers for the month of July are: 

July 4th – Bev Wren 

July 11th – Karen Sprague 

July 18th – Wendy Carter 

July 25th – Brad Wren 

 

The 6 month lay reader schedule is 

available from Amanda. Please 

remember that if you cannot read on 

your assigned Sunday, it is up to you to 

find a replacement. Thanks!  

 

Card Ministry 
Emily Allison 

No report.  

 

As always, if you want to help Emily 

with her card ministry, you can bring 

cards or stamps into the office and we 

will make sure they get to her.  

 

Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request through 

the week that you would like added to 

the prayer chain? If so, you can do so by 

calling Rose Ann Kerns at 937-596-

5214. If you are not on the prayer chain, 

but would like to be, please let Rose 

Ann know and she will get you added to 

a chain.  

You can also go to our new website: 

www.jcumcoh.org and add your request 

to our prayer wall! 

 

http://www.jcumcoh.org/
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This Month’s  

Events 

July 6th, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

UMW meeting 

 

July 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th   

6pm 

Family Life Center 

Weekly Prayer Meeting 

 

July 8th, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Church Council  

 

July 18th, after church 

Lounge, JCUMC 

Outreach meeting 

 

July 20th, 7pm 

Fellowship Hall, JCUMC 

Worship Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 UMW News 
Sharon Zimpfer 

No report given.  

Giving 
As we continue to navigate through 

COVID, please don’t forget your 

faithful giving to the church. We have 

several ways you can give- you can 

drop it in the offering plate, you can 

mail it into the church or drop it off in 

the office, OR you can sign up for 

online giving! There is a link on our 

website, or you can call Amanda for 

help. There is also a video tutorial on 

our Facebook page.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain 

ministry:    $2365.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date):      

    $2099.00 

 
Church Council 
Daleen Braun 

 

The JCUMC Administrative Council 

met on June 10, 2021. Chairman Eric 

Voress called the meeting to order. Nine 

members were present. Pastor Stephen 

opened the meeting with a devotion 

from Acts 13: 1-3 and a prayer. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Jack Toomey moved to approve the 

minutes of the May meeting with no 

corrections or additions. Todd Lotz 

seconded the motion. All ayes.  

 

Finance Report 

Wendy Carter handed out the church 

financial reports. Wendy stated there 

was a correction made to the General 

Fund when transferring the funds from 

US Bank to Peoples Federal Bank. It 

was noted on the paperwork she passed 

out that it was to the church’s favor. 

Jack Toomey reported on the finances 

for the FLC.  Brent Kerns moved to 

accept the financial reports and Ron 

Ludwig seconded the motion. All ayes.  

Finance Committee 

No Report. 

 

Worship Committee/Nominations 

Pastor Stephen stated that we did have 

the memorial service to remember our 

veterans and he has gifts purchased for 

Father’s Day. With the new pastor 

coming, the worship committee may not 

hold its meeting in June.  

 

Lay Leader Report 

No report. 

 

Pastor Report  

Pastor Stephen stated the chalkboard 

and clock were taken down on the south 

wall of the fellowship hall and the clock 

was hung up by the windows into the 

kitchen. The wall was repainted and a 

new 65” smart TV will be installed in 

this area. The TV was purchased with 

the West Ohio grant money. A new 

soundboard and digital cameral are 

being purchased with the Miami Valley 

grant money.  

 

Old Business 

We received a donation to purchase an 

AED for the church. Kim is working on 

checking to see which one to buy.  

 

Jack Toomey has received an estimate 

from Wells Brothers, Inc. for the 

replacement of some of the doors at the 

FLC. He is going to get two more 

quotes from Jerry’s Door Sales and 

Riverside Door. We will discuss at the 

July meeting which direction to take. 

 

When the painting was done at the FLC 

the bathrooms were not painted and the 

quote that was given was $300 extra to 

do them. Amanda and Dailyn Shaffer 

painted the bathrooms for the FLC and 

save the expense for us. Jack also 

mentioned that he is not pursuing the 

new projector and screen and has 

decided to see about the cost of a smart 

TV to replace the old TV.  

 

New Business 

Ed Maxwell stated that at the Saturday 

cleanup day they found that the pump 

for the fountain is missing. Todd Lotz 

made a motion to purchase a new pump 

and Jack Toomey seconded it. All ayes. 

The pump will be paid for out of the 

memorial fund. Ed also stated we need 

to have someone volunteer to move 

some large items from the parsonage 

and take to the area for large item pick 

up in town, which will be in two weeks. 

The new parking lot has had the drain 

put in by the village and is now ready 

for black top. Eric is getting 2 different 

quotes for the black top from Hensley 

and Wagner, and Ron is getting 2 

different quotes from Buehler Asphalt 

and Quality Paving. They will bring 

quotes to the July meeting.  

 

With no other business, Eric Voress 

adjourned the meeting with a prayer. 

The next council meeting is July 8, 

2021 at 7pm.  



July 2021 

4     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Worship 
Committee 
Rev. Randy Bratka 

 

No report as there was no meeting in 

June.  

 

Meetings for the remainder of 2021:  

July 20th 

August 17th 

September 21st 

October 19th 

November 16th 

December 21st 

 

All meetings will be at 7pm.  

 

SPRC News  
Kim Voress 

The SPRC met and accepted a new 

pastor, Randy Bratka. Randy and his 

wife Branita will be moving to town at 

the end of June, and Pastor Randy will 

begin preaching on June 27th. His first 

official day in the office will be on 

Thursday, July 1st.  

The SPRC decided to do a farewell 

cookout for Pastor Stephen on Sunday, 

June 13th at the village park.  

Pastor Stephen will finish moving out of 

the parsonage on June 21st, after which 

some of the SPRC and church members 

will go in to get the parsonage cleaned 

and ready for the Bratkas to move in. 

Moving assistance has been requested 

by the Pastor and his wife to help move 

some of the heavier objects. Their U-

Haul will be at the parsonage on 

Monday, June 28th. If you can help, 

please let the office know.  

SPRC will be hosting a cookie and 

punch reception to welcome the Bratkas 

after service on June 27th.   

Outreach 
News 
Amanda Shaffer  

 

Bev Wren has agreed to be the treasurer 

for the 7 churches backpack program. I 

will be getting together with her in the 

next few weeks to complete the 

transition from Mt. Tabor UMC to our 

church. We are looking forward to 

getting the new year of the backpack 

program started! If you are interested in 

helping with this awesome outreach 

program, please let any member of the 

outreach team know. We welcome any 

and all help! 

 

I have a few new outreach ideas in the 

pipeline that I will be bringing to the 

rest of the team in the coming months. 

Stay tuned for announcements!  

 

Kira is planning on doing the Christ in 

My Backpack this year, but she needs 

your help! Attendance of families at the 

Food Pantry has been minimal this year, 

and so we are looking into different 

ways to find families that could use our 

help. If you know of a family that is 

having a hard time, please get their 

name to Kira. She will be accepting 

nominations from you this year. The 

deadline to get your nominations in is 

August 1st.  

 

As life continues to get back to normal, 

we are hoping to be able to do more 

projects! As usual, if you have any 

ideas, please let an outreach team 

member know! 

 

Remaining Meetings for 2021: 

July 18th 

September 19th 

November 21st 

 

 

 

Trustees 
Ron Ludwig 

 

The church flowerbeds were mulched 

and flowers planted. The bathroom at 

the parsonage has been fixed. It was 

noted that the furnace room at the 

church is leaking again, and he will look 

into getting this fixed. He is working 

with Jack to get the locks fixed and the 

gym door replaced at the FLC. It was 

brought to the trustees attention that the 

porch lights at the parsonage are not 

working, we will try to have those fixed 

by the time the new pastor moves in.  
FLC Operating 
Fund 
This year, a total of $2,240 has been 

raised to help pay for the utilities, 

insurance and other expenses for the 

Family Life Center. Last year, $2,860 

was donated. If you would like to 

participate, you can pick up a form at 

the back of the sanctuary, outside the 

secretary’s office, or you can find it on 

our Facebook page. When the pandemic 

subsides, we will resume the monthly 

drawings for baked goods. You don’t 

want to miss out! 

Church 
Update 
“Update”  
By now, you have all surely seen some 

of the updates that have happened at the 

church (if not, hopefully you read them 

in the Pastor’s article). We thought we’d 

take a moment to explain some of them, 

and how we’ve paid for everything.  

We have had the TVs in the sanctuary 

for a while now – those were given and 

installed by donation from a family in 

our church.  

The new coffee bar was done entirely 

through donations from several 

members of the church.  

The diaper bag, diaper pail, and pack 

and play, shelf in the women’s 

bathroom, and supplies for the shelf 

were all given by members of our 

congregation.  

Continued on page 5 
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The desk in the secretary’s office was 

also a donation. 

The TV in the nursery, the new 

computer in the secretary’s office were 

obtained through a grant that the office 

applied for last September. While we 

didn’t get all we asked for, the 

conference gave us a nice grant to help 

us along in our goals.  

The new digital board and camera have 

been picked up, and Colin Christler will 

be coming to help install them. These 

were purchased with a tech grant we 

received from the Miami Valley District 

last winter. The current camera will still 

be used around the church, but with 

doing services online, we needed a 

streaming camera to make the quality 

better. 

The new website was paid for through 

an anonymous donation. 

All the new backgrounds you see each 

week on the screens were/are obtained 

using a social media grant Amanda got 

for attending an online Zoom session 

with the Bishop and Nona Jones.  

In the coming weeks, we will be 

installing an AED for emergencies – 

this too was donated by a generous 

member of our congregation. 

To all who have donated, thank you! 

If you have questions, please feel free to 

contact the office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want something in 

the newsletter? 

Deadline for the 

July newsletter is 

July 26th! 
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July 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
        1  2  3 

Connie & 
Harold 

Helman 

             
4 

Bruce & 
Sandy 

Lotz 

 5 
Dave Mann 
Bruce Lotz 

 6  7 
 

 8  9 
Scott 

Doseck 
Eric 

Shaffer 

 10 
 

             
11  12 

Luke Doseck 
 

 13 
Bart Smith 

Eileen 
Christler 

Daleen 
Braun 

 14 
Matt & 
Alison 

Barkman 
Clara Mae 
Leininger 

 15 
 

 16 
Bryanna 

Davis 

 17 
Brad 

Wren 
Bev 

Suttles 

             
18 

Tom & 
Bev 

Suttles 

 19 
 

 20 
Hank & 
Sharon 

Zimpfer 
Tia Braun 

 21 
John 

Klinger 

 22 
 

 23 
Kathy 
Myers 

 24 
Steve 

Christler 

             

25 
Cora May 

Heintz 
Darrell & 
Marylou 
Stewart 

 26 
 

 27 
Brandi 
Ricker 

 28  29  30  31 
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