
From the Pastor’s Desk 
Author Elizabeth Barrett Browning once penned,  
 “Earth’s crammed with heaven,  

  And every common bush afire with God,  

  But only he who sees takes off his shoes;  

  The rest sit round and pluck blackberries.” 
This has always been one of my favorite literary quotes, as it reminds me of the Bible story of 
Moses and the Burning bush. Heaven is evident all around us in our everyday lives and God’s 
presence continually surrounds us, whether we realize it or not. We are often times so busy 
that we can’t see God right in front of our very own faces. If we did, we would realize we were 
basking in His holy presence and quickly remove our shoes (like Moses). Many times we are so 
busy with the hectic nature of our daily lives that we ignore the obvious. We generally go 
about our daily schedules and “to-do lists” without giving a second thought to the Holy Spirit 
that is waiting to guide and direct our every step. As we approach the coming holidays, we 
should always take a “time-out” every now and then to just relax in God’s presence and not 
get so stressed out with planning, cooking, gift-giving, etc. Moses was busy with his own “to-do 
list” when he spotted that unusual bush that burned but was yet not completely consumed. He 
took some time to investigate and his life was changed forever and God gave him clarity in 
what he was being called to do. Let us always remember to take the time to listen for what the 
Holy Spirit may be trying to say to us in the midst of our everyday bombardment with confu-
sion and chaos. We just might find the clarity we’ve been searching for….. 

Grace and Peace (2 Peter 1:2), 

Pastor Randy, pastorrandy@jcumcoh.org 
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Council  Corner 

Council Meeting Highlights 
The administrative council met on September 9, 2021. Seven members were present at the meeting. 
Eric relayed the SPRC report from Kim, stating that Michele Schaub has resigned from the janitor posi-
tion at the church and FLC. The SPRC has hired Marta Toomey for the church, and Dailyn Shaffer for the 
FLC. Charge conference is coming up, our assigned elder is Jocelyn Roper. We are hoping to have it the 
week before Thanksgiving, as reports have to be submitted by December 1st. It is up to Jocelyn wheth-
er the conference is held in person or virtually, more to report on that once we speak to her. Amanda 
and Randy met with Barb Wical about the clothing closet, she is on board with us and our ideas, so 
plans will be moving ahead with that. There is a district grant available that Amanda is looking into to 
help with any costs associated with set up of the closet. Grace Lutheran church has invited us to partici-
pate in their Picnic in the Park on October 17. Randy would like to have a meeting with all the Sunday 
school teachers and the secretary to discuss the curriculum for the children’s Sunday School. Brent 
Kerns brought up the service time change, after discussion it was moved and seconded to move our 
service back to 9am for Sunday School, and 10am for service. The vote was unanimous to change be-
ginning October 3rd. Grace Lutheran is holding the Thanksgiving Eve service, with Randy preaching. 
They have asked if our choir would perform that night as well, and they will be having an organ concert 
along with the service that evening.  

With no other business before  council, the meeting was adjourned. Next meeting is Oct. 14 @ 7pm. 

Opportunities to 

Serve 
• Backpack packing, Tues. 

10/5  

• Audio/Visual Tech– any 
Sunday 

• Sunday School/Bible Bud-
dies  teachers 

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Sunday School 
9am 

Service 
10a.m. 

 

Live on Facebook each Sunday. 
Sermon uploaded to YouTube 

and website on  Monday 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

—John 10:27  
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Sunday, October 3: World Communion Sunday, ser-
vice time change, Sunday school begins @ 9am 
 
Tuesday, October 5: Backpack Packing @ FLC at 6pm; 
UMW meets at 7pm 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 6,13,20,27: Prayer Group meets @ 
FLC at 6pm , Choir practice @ 7pm 
 
Wednesday, October 13 & 27: Bible Buddies at 6pm 
 
Thursday, October 14:  Church Council meets at 7pm 
 
Sunday, October 17:  Picnic @ the Park with Grace 
Lutheran 
 
Tuesday, October 19: Worship committee meets at 
7pm 
 
Sunday, October 24: Smorgasbord after church 
 
Sunday, October 31: Church Anniversary/All Saints 
Sunday 
 

Upcoming Events 

3rd:  Kaneta Harris 

6th:  Alivea Bales 

9th:  Marshall Lotz 

          Jonathan Bales 

10th: Scott & Ann Doseck 

13th: Brent Kerns 

14th: Pat Shuff 

          Bryce Carter 

          Hannah (Myers) Mincey 

22nd: Lindsey Frye 

            Brent & Rose Ann Kerns 

23rd: Alma Midgett 

           Eric & Amanda Shaffer 

24th: Tom Woodruff 

25th: Kay Hunt 

           Dan & Christy Akers 

27th: Ricki Maxwell 

           Eric Voress 

           Lisa Hughes 

31st:  Brooke Voress 

On Monday, October 4th at 7pm, Pastor Randy will be starting his Pas-
tor’s study: “The Seven Churches of Revelation”. There is NO cost to par-
ticipate in this study, but Randy would like to have a general idea of num-
bers, so if you would like to join in this study, please reach out to him or 

to the office to let us know! 

Giving  
As we continue to navigate through this difficult time, please don’t forget your faithful 
giving to the church. We have several ways in which you can give—in person, by mail, or 
by signing up for our online giving. There is a link on our website to sign up for the e-
offering, and you can always come into the office if you need assistance. Amanda would 
be happy to help.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain our ministries: $2365.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date): $2123.00 

 

October Servants 

Lay Readers:  

10/3: Jack Toomey 

10/10: Amanda Shaffer   Ushers: Eric Voress &  

10/17: Barry Elliott    Vic Hurley 

10/24: Karen Sprague 

10/31: Bev Wren 

 Communion Steward: Terri Hejduk 

Pew Angel: Dailyn Shaffer Altar Guild: Kira Klinger  
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UMW  

The UMW met on Sept. 7th at the church. In discus-
sion on providing money to the church for bathroom 
floor replacement, the ladies had several questions. 
These questions were forwarded to the pastor to 
bring up before the board. We also discussed the 
need to update the funeral list and asked if or when 
would our membership list be updated and published. 
There was discussion on helping with the community 
Thanksgiving dinner—Bev Suttles will be reaching out 
to the organizer to see  what our church needs to 
provide; details to follow.  Confirmed the dates of 
Sunday, October 24th for our annual smorgasbord 
and November 2nd for our annual election day meal. 
Clara Mae brought forth the nominations for our 
officers next year. They are as follows: President—
Sharon Zimpfer, Vice President—Daleen Braun, Secre-
tary—Terri Hejduk, Treasurer—Deb Elliott, Baby/
Baptism Gift—Linda Wahrer, Flower Commitee—Deb 
Elliott, Nominations—Mary Lou Stewart, Karen Spra-
gue, Sheryl Ludwig. With no other business, the 
meeting was adjourned.  
The UMW meets on the first Tuesday of each month, 
with the exception of July & August. Anyone with 
questions can see Sharon Zimpfer.  
 
 

AED 

A big thank you to Tyler Pence for installing our AED! 
If you are interested in learning more about the AED, 

including how to use it, you can visit https://
americanAED.com/dvd/onsite 

 
  

Sunday School Is Back!  
Beginning October 3rd, we will be holding youth 

Sunday School beginning at 9am. We are looking for 
volunteers to help, if you are interested, please see 

Morgan Shaffer or Pastor Randy. 

 

Service Time Change 

Please remember that beginning October 3rd, we will 
be going back to a 9am Sunday School and 10am ser-
vice time. Any questions can be directed to the office.  

 

Audio/Visual Tech 

We are still in need of team members for the a/v ta-
ble on Sunday mornings.  There will be training 

offered, either in a group or one on one. Although it 
looks intimidating, everything is set up and ready to 
go on Sunday mornings, all you have to do  is mute 
and unmute mics, turn on live, and work a power-
point slide show. If you would like to know more, 

please contact the office. Thanks! 

 

Around the Church 
Church Leadership Spotlight 
 Reverend Randal Bratka 

 When did Jesus become real to you? When I was a 
young child, while listening to a hell, fire and brim-
stone preacher on a local radio station, I knelt 
down in my room and accepted Jesus Christ as my 
Lord and Savior right then and there.  

Name a book from the Bible that has changed 
your life.  The book of Exodus has played a signifi-
cant part in my life. When I first felt called to pas-
toral ministry, it was during a sermon on Moses 
and the Burning Bush at a Methodist church. I 
went forward to the altar and prayed to accept 
God’s calling on my life. 

What is something someone would be surprised 
to learn about you? I am a former professed 5 year 
member of the Third Order (Secular) of St. Francis 
of Assisi. The statue of St. Francis in the children’s 
memory garden outside our church is what I be-
lieve to be one of many signs that God called us to 
Jackson Center UMC.  

Name one thing you don’t like on your pizza.  
Sausage…..we don’t get along! LOL 

This campaign has been AMAZING!!!! As of 9/20/2021, you guys have donated 
a whopping $18,750 of the $25,000 needed! There is still time to donate to this 
campaign, the forms are located outside the office . NO donation is too small, 
and ALL donations are appreciated.  Checks can be made out to the JCUMC 
Building Fund with “parking lot campaign” written on the memo line. You can 
also donate online through our e-offering, just make sure you pick the parking 
lot fund It is important to note that you are NOT reserving a dedicated spot for 
your parking. 
 
If you haven't checked out the new parking lot yet, you really should—it’s very 
well done and is a huge benefit on Sunday morning.  
 
To all who have helped out so far, in whatever capacity you have helped, thank 
you. This has been a huge project that needed lots of volunteers and assis-
tance, and we couldn’t have done it without all of you.  
 
Should you have any questions about this campaign, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to Ed Maxwell, Brent Kerns, or Todd Lotz. 

Rev. Randy standing behind Rev. Billy 
Grahams’ traveling pulpit 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Due by  
October 25 

 100th Anniversary of the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier  
The American Legion will be hosting a 
ceremony for this occasion at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Park on Novem-
ber 7th at 5:30 non November 7th, 
followed by a potluck supper at the 
Legion following the ceremony. All 
are invited to attend.  
 

Veteran’s Day Assembly  
JC schools will be hosting 
a Veteran’s Day assembly 
and breakfast on Novem-
ber 11.  All veterans and 
their spouses are invited 
to attend—please rsvp to 
v_kipker@jctigers.org. 

Please include your name, branch and 
spouses name, if applicable.  

 
Fish Pond Food Pantry  
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is located at 310 Davis St. 
in the Family Life Center building. 
They are open the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays each month from 11am
-2pm. Outside hours are available by 
calling the church for an appoint-
ment. The food pantry is open to all 
residents of Jackson Center and 
Botkins school districts.  

In Our Community 

Remembering our History 
This October sees us celebrate 183 years since the Methodist church was 

started here in Jackson Center. Started in 1834 by a 
group of people who held  church “meetings” in their 

homes ,the church has grown and merged and moved 
to become the church we know today. A combination 

of Pleasant Hill Methodist and Montra Methodist 
Episcopal, we’ve been through private homes, log 

buildings, schoolhouses, frame buildings, and finally 
the building we are in today. 

I’ve been able to learn some of the history of our 
church for the next edition of the “Churches of Shelby 

County” book. There is some really rich history in this church!   I know 
there’s a lot more out there than I  have been able to uncover—and I’m 

sure that all of you have your own stories!  
So in light of our 183rd birthday, bring them to us! Tell us what it was like 

doing ministry here when you were a child, or what the revival was like; 
things families used to do in this church to minister to the community, 

whatever memories or stories you have, bring them in! We’d love to hear 
them, and record them so when we celebrate 200 years, 250 years, etc., 

we’ll have them to remember and pass down!  

-Amanda Shaffer 

Jesus loves... 


