
From the Pastor’s Desk 

“Don’t Skip Thanksgiving!” 
I’m always amazed at how the retail industry tries to move us faster and faster every year 
toward the next major holiday, even when we haven’t finished celebrating the last one yet! 
LOL! I was amazed at the amount of Christmas candy, decorations, etc. that were already 
being put out at our local Family Dollar store. Having worked in retail for many years, I know 
the market is money driven and so the idea is to get you to continue to spend money both 
for the present and for the future. Except for having an annual family Thanksgiving meal, 
have you ever noticed that many people tend to almost skip over decorating for and cele-
brating Thanksgiving in favor of Halloween or Christmas? Why is that? Other parts of the 
world obviously don’t celebrate Thanksgiving because it is almost an exclusive historical na-
tional holiday for us as Americans. We should stop and use Thanksgiving as a built in time 
every year to stop and look back on how we have been blessed to have food to eat, a roof 
over our heads, and family and friends to love and care for us. Most of all, we should be 
thankful for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and for His forgiveness of our sins! We should 
live in a state of thankfulness all year long, constantly giving praise and thanks to the One 
who takes care of all our needs! 

Grace and Peace (2 Peter 1:2), 

Pastor Randy, pastorrandy@jcumcoh.org 

P.S. I would like to thank everyone who made Pastor Appreciation Month in October so special! Thank 
you for your cards of encouragement, your gifts of appreciation, and for the meals that we have been 
taken out for. Most of all, thank you for your presence on Sunday mornings that we can worship to-
gether as the family of God!  
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V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  A T  w w w . j c u m c o h . o r g  

Council  Corner 

The JCUMC Administrative Council met on Oct. 14, 2021. Wendy reported that she paid a large amount on the 
apportionments. All of the money for the parking lot has been raised, with a little bit left over to possibly do some 
lighting. Todd Lotz met with finance over the phone about the budget, a rough draft was passed around to the 
members for perusal. Kim Voress will be holding an SPRC meeting before charge conference, which will happen 
Nov. 10 via Zoom. Outreach reported we will be hosting a “Trunk or Treat” during the village trick or treat on Oct. 
31. We have kicked off the Ronald McDonald House Pantry Partner fundraiser. We had our first backpack packing 
on Oct. 5. Plans are still evolving for the clothing closet. We aren’t having any luck getting kids for Bible Buddies, 
going to try and advertise a bit more and see what happens. We will have outside pastors assisting with commun-
ion and other sacraments until Randy gets his license. Marta has asked if we could get carpets and pews profes-
sionally cleaned. Amanda will get quotes and bring to next meeting. We need to retrofit the sound desks so they 
are more efficient on Sunday morning. Brent shared the quote from Ferguson Construction to repair the youth 
room . They are the only company who gave a quote. The AED has been installed and will be dedicated soon. Pas-
tor Randy will also be dedicating the worship cross very soon. Wendy Carter has graciously volunteered to help 
with the sound table, and we may have some students from the music tech program willing to help as well. The 
Pastor’s study is having a good turnout. The Christian Education committee met to discuss how we can get more 
kids in church and Sunday School. Daleen brought up doing a new church directory since the old one is 12 years 
old.  With no other business before  council, the meeting was adjourned. Next meeting is Nov. 11 @ 7pm.  

Opportunities to 

Serve 
• Election Day Meal, Tues. 

11/2  

• Backpack Tues,  11/9 

• Audio/Visual Tech– any 
Sunday 

 

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Sunday School 
9am 

Service 
10a.m. 

 

Live on Facebook each Sunday. 
Sermon uploaded to YouTube 

and website on  Monday 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

—John 10:27  
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Any member may stop in to the 
office at any time to see full finan-
cial reports and a full copy of the 
council minutes.  
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Tuesday, November 2: Election Day Meal 11:30-6:30 
 
Tuesday, November 9: Backpack Packing @ FLC at 
6pm 
 
Wednesday, November 3, 10,17: Prayer Group meets 
@ FLC at 6pm; Choir practice @ 7pm 
 
Wednesday, November 10: Charge conference via 
Zoom, 6:30pm 
 
Thursday, November 11:  Church Council meets at 
7pm 
 
Sunday, November 14:  Deadline for RMHC Pantry 
Partner supply drive 
 
Tuesday, November 16: Worship committee meets at 
7pm 
 
Sunday, November 21: Outreach meets after church; 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner 11:30-1:30 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

3rd:   Deb Mann 

8th:   Xander Gross 

9th:   Kevin Lotz 

10th:  Dane Reese 

11th:  David Helman 

13th:  Letha Mann 

15th:  Wanda Kaufman 

            Tim Rostorfer 

16th:  Ryan & Sue Ludwig 

17th:  Shane Myers 

20th:  Nathan Wahrer 

            Marion Shaffer 

22nd:  Sandy Shuff 

             Bryan Wahrer 

24th:  Daleen Braun 

28th:  Deklan Frye 

         

The Worship Committee has chosen our Advent study! This year it will be “The Heart 
that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch”. This study will include a 
Monday night Pastor’s Bible Study and private Facebook study. Sign up sheets are locat-

ed outside the sanctuary, or you can contact the office by November 14th to register! 

“We don’t know why the Grinch hated Christmas. We just know he did. In this new Ad-
vent study, Matt Rawle explores the faith themes in the Christmas classic, How the 

Grinch Stole Christmas! including, how did the Grinch’s heart grow three sizes come 
Christmas morning? How did Christmas save the Grinch? Could it be that the very thing 
we think we hate is the one thing that changes our lives? This Advent and Christmas sea-

son, look at a familiar classic through the lens of faith and see how Christ speaks to us 
through our culture.” –from Cokesbury 

 

Giving  
As we continue to navigate through this difficult time, please don’t forget your faithful 
giving to the church. We have several ways in which you can give—in person, by mail, or 
by signing up for our online giving. There is a link on our website to sign up for the e-
offering, and you can always come into the office if you need assistance. Amanda would 
be happy to help.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain our ministries: $2365.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date): $2127.00 

 

November Servants 

Lay Readers:  

11/7: Wendy Carter 

11/14: Brad Wren   Ushers: Vic Hurley 

11/21: Bev Suttles    

11/28: Jack Toomey 

 Money Counters: The Wren Family 

 Communion Steward: Terri Hejduk 

Pew Angel: Erin Pence                   Altar Guild: Kira Klinger  
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UMW  

The UMW met on October 5th. We had a communica-
tion from Lucille Lotz, thanking the ladies for Guy’s 
funeral dinner. We also received a thank you from 
Emily Allison for everything that the ladies and the 
church did during Bud’s illness and funeral. Smorgas-
bord date was changed to October 24th. This change 
allows our church to participate in the Picnic in the 
Park with Grace Lutheran. We were asked to provide 
cookies for this event, several ladies volunteered. 
Under new business a sign up sheet was passed 
around for Prayers/Devotions & Hostesses for the 
coming year.  We voted to give the church $300 to-
wards new flooring in the bathrooms. It was also 
voted to give the church a $100 memorial donation. 
Ann Bell graciously offered her home for our Christ-
mas dinner. Several items were noted that members 
will bring. We’ll coordinate our travel to Ann’s by 
meeting at the church at 5:30 on December 7th. We 
also voted to sponsor a child/children from the Angel 
Tree. Members were asked to donate $10 towards 
this at our December meeting. We lifted up many joys 
and prayer concerns and closed our meeting with 
prayer.  
The UMW meets on the first Tuesday of each month, 
with the exception of July & August. Anyone with 
questions can see Sharon Zimpfer.  
 

Bible Buddies 

Due to the holidays, and the lack of kids, we are sus-
pending Bible Buddies until January. The children’s 

ministry will be offering a free movie night sometime 
in December, food and movie to be provided, offering 

parents a night out. More info to come—be sure to 
watch Facebook for the details! 

  

Audio/Visual Tech 

We are still in need of team members for the a/v 
table on Sunday mornings.  There will be training 

offered, either in a group or one on one. Although it 
looks intimidating, everything is set up and ready to 
go on Sunday mornings, all you have to do  is mute 
and unmute mics, turn on live, and work a power-
point slide show. If you would like to know more, 

please contact the office. Thanks! 

Around the Church Church Leadership Spotlight 
 Accompanist Edition  

Sharon Zimpfer 

 If you could have coffee with one person from 
the Bible, other than Jesus, who would you 
choose and why? I would choose Mary, because I 
often wonder how her life was changed being the 
mother of Jesus. 

Which scripture has been your greatest comfort? 
John 3:16 

What’s a worship song that has helped you to feel 
closer to God? “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

Name one thing you don’t like on your burgers. 
Mustard 

 

Join us each month as we feature a new church 
leader!  

 The Outreach committee is sponsoring a food and supply drive for the Ronald 
McDonald House in Dayton. You can participate by donating any of the items 
below! Tubs are located outside the secretary’s office for donations. The dead-
line for collection is November 14th.  Thanks for your help! 

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Lysol wipes    Mayonnaise 
Baggies (sandwich/quart)   Ranch dressing 
Multi-purpose cleaning spray   Poptarts 
Peanut Butter    Jelly 
Soup     Tuna snack packs 
Honey mustard dressing   Hot sauce 
Ramen noodle cups    Paper Towels 
Dryer sheets    Dreft/laundry detergent 
Juice/Crystal Light    Flavored coffee creamer 
Hand soap     Bagels 
Individually wrapped snacks   Pancake syrup 
Aluminum foil    Tea bags 
Mashed potato cups    Ravioli cups 
Rice/pasta sides    Fruit cups 
Granola bars    Icing 
Cake/brownie mixes    plastic silverware 
Paper plates/bowls 
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 100th Anniversary of the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier  
The American Legion will be hosting 
a ceremony for this occasion at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Park on Novem-
ber 7th at 5:30 non November 7th, 
followed by a potluck supper at the 
Legion following the ceremony. All 
are invited to attend.  
 

Veteran’s Day Assembly  
JC schools will be hosting 
a Veteran’s Day assembly 
and breakfast on Novem-
ber 11.  All veterans and 
their spouses are invited 
to attend—please rsvp to 
v_kipker@jctigers.org. 

Please include your name, branch and 
spouses name, if applicable.  

 
Fish Pond Food Pantry  
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is located at 310 Davis 
St. in the Family Life Center build-
ing. They are open the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays each month from 
11am-2pm. Outside hours are 
available by calling the church for 
an appointment. The food pantry is 
open to all residents of Jackson 
Center and Botkins school districts.  

In Our Community 

Thank You 
From Fritz Serr: 

A special thank you for all the prayers, 
cards, phone calls, hugs and kind words 

over the past several months. You will 
never know how much that has meant 

to Debby and I. Your help was much 
needed and appreciated. I pray that the 
Lord will receive the thoughtfulness you 

gave as an act of service for Him. God 
Bless You! 

Thank you to everyone who supported, 
in any way, the “Picnic in the Park” this 

past Sunday. There are so many people to thank—Jackson Center United 
Methodist church congregation, Grace Evangelical Lutheran church congre-

gation, Pastors Burt and Shelly’s story time, Hunter Lenhart for donating 
pumpkins, JC Fire Dept for bringing their new aerial ladder truck, Officer 

Nick for bringing K-9 Cory, EMI for balloon helium, those who baked cook-
ies, created and distributed picnic invitations, decorated pumpkins, grilled 
hot dogs, helped with food and drinks, took pictures, helped with games, 

creative face painting and the wonderful Grace Praise Band. And most of all, 
thanks to our Heavenly Father, for the beautiful day and all the blessings 

that went along with it.  

Jesus loves... 


