
From the Pastor’s Desk 
“Above all things I believe in love. Love is like oxygen. Love is a many splendored thing. Love lifts us up 
where we belong.” Sound familiar? February is the time of year when love is celebrated with St. Valen-
tine’s Day on the 14th of the month. Yes, I said Saint Valentine because he was a real person! According 
to Wikipedia, “Saint Valentine lived in the 3rd century. Saint Valentine was a clergyman—either a priest 
or a bishop– in the Roman Empire who ministered to persecuted Christians. He was martyred and his 
body buried at a Christian cemetery on the Via Flaminia on February 14, which has been observed as the 
Feast of Saint Valentine (Saint Valentine’s Day) since 496.” More recently, Love Sunday has come to be 
celebrated on the Sunday before St. Valentine’s Day. This year we will celebrate Love Sunday as a time 
of focusing on the Love of God for us and to show God that we love Him! Remember the “Love Chapter” 
from the Bible? You usually hear it read preached from at weddings. It’s 1 Corinthians 13. Remember 1 
John 4:16 that begins with “God is Love….?” So we see that God = Love! If we use 1 John 4:16 as a key to 
unlock 1  Corinthians 13, we get the following: “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angles, but have 
not (God), I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge , and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not (God), I am 
nothing. If I give away all I have and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not (God), I gain 
nothing. (God) is patient and kind, (God) does not envy or boast; (He) is not arrogant or rude. (He) does 
not insist on (His) own way; (He) is not irritable or resentful; (He) does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. (God) bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things, 
(God) never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, 
the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. So now faith, hope, 
and (God) abide, these three; but the greatest of these is (God). (altered NIV translation). Let us focus 
on telling God just how much we love Him this month!            Grace and Peace (2 Peter 1:2), 

Pastor Randy; pastorrandy@jcumcoh.org 

Council  Corner 

The JCUMC Administrative Council met on January 13. The clothing closet was open on the 5th of Janu-
ary and served 9 families. Emily Allison has sent out 48 cards for various reasons since May of last year. 
John Klinger is working on the work orders that have been given to him as the new chair of trustees. 
The outside wall of the church has been fixed, and the furnace in the fellowship hall was repaired by 
Moran’s in St. Mary’s. Pastor Randy reported that Pastor Eileen Hix has spoken with the bishops office 
and received permission to come and help us with communion each month until Randy has his license. 
Marta Toomey presented flooring and carpet samples to the board along with prices. She is getting 
quotes for installation and will bring to the February meeting. Pastor Randy talked about the quotes for 
carpet and pew cleaning. It was tabled until the next meeting. Ed Maxwell spoke about the new flag 
pole and landscaping and told council he hopes the project will be completed by Memorial Day. Jack 
Toomey present an idea of beginning a Capital Campaign in order to raise funds for some updates that 
need done around the church. It was also tabled until the February meeting.   

With no other business before the council, Chair Eric Voress closed the meeting with prayer. The next 
council meeting will be  on February 10, 2022 at 7pm.  
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Opportunities to 

Serve 
• A/V Tech—any Sunday 

• Clothing closet staffing 
 
 
 

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Sunday School 
9am 

Service 
10a.m. 

 

Live on Facebook each Sunday. 
Sermon uploaded to YouTube 

and website on  Monday 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

—John 10:27  
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Jackson Center OH 45334 
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jcumc2@swohio.twcbc.com 

Any member may stop in to the 
office at any time to see full finan-
cial reports and a full copy of the 
council minutes.  
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 Tuesday, February 1:  Blood Drive 12:30-6:30; 
UMW Meets @ 7pm 
 
Tuesday, February 8: Backpack Packing @ FLC at 
6pm 
 
Wednesday, February 2,9,16,23: Prayer Group 
meets @ FLC at 6pm; Choir practice @ 7pm 
 
Sunday, February 6: Secret Sister Reveal after 
Church 
 
Thursday, February 10:  Church Council meets at 
7pm 
 
Mondays, January 17-February 21: Pastors 
Study @ 7pm 
 
Tuesday, February 15: Worship committee 
meets at 7pm 
 

Upcoming Events 

8th: Tom & Karen Woodruff 
12th: Larry Clevenger 
14th: Linda Wahrer 
           Zachary Elliott 
17th: Warren & Karen Sprague 
18th: Catherine Brown 
           Mike Myers 
22nd: Raymond Zwiebel 
           Karen Woodruff 
23rd: Bev & Jerry Ryder 
25th: Erin Pence 
 

 Ash Wednesday, March 2:  Service @ 7pm, church will be open during office hours for 
imposition of ashes as well. 

   Celtic Sunday, March 13: 10am service 

   Palm Sunday, April 10: 10am service 

   Maundy Thursday, April 14: Communion Service @ 7pm 

   Good Friday, April 15: Interactive Stations of the Cross. Time to be announced. 

   Easter Sunday, April 17: Sunrise Service @ 7am (followed by breakfast) Easter service  
with cantata  @ 10am 

Giving  
As we continue to navigate through this difficult time, please don’t forget your faithful 
giving to the church. We have several ways in which you can give—in person, by mail, or 
by signing up for our online giving. There is a link on our web-
site to sign up for the e-offering, and you can always come into 
the office if you need assistance. Amanda would be happy to 
help.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain our ministries: $2247.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date): $2530.00 

 

Lay Readers:  

2/6: Bev Wren 

2/13: Amanda Shaffer  Ushers: Ron & Sheryle Ludwig 

2/20: Wendy Carter  Pew Angel: Erin Pence 

2/27: Brad Wren 

 Money Counters: Amanda Shaffer, Wendy Carter 

 Communion Steward: Terri Hejduk 

 Altar Guild: Kathy Smith 
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 UMW  
The UMW did not meet in January. They will meet 
in the sanctuary on Feb. 1st due to the blood 
drive. Please see Sharon if you have questions.  
 
The UMW meets on the first Tuesday of each 

month, with the exception of July & August. Anyone 
with questions can see Sharon Zimpfer.  
 

Bible Buddies 

We are looking for people who would be willing to 
help with the children’s ministry, specifically Bible 
Buddies when it resumes. If you would like to help 
out, or know more, please contact Morgan Shaffer. 

Thanks! 
  

Audio/Visual Tech 

We are still in need of team members for the a/v 
table on Sunday mornings.  There will be training 

offered, either in a group or one on one. Although it 
looks intimidating, everything is set up and ready to 
go on Sunday mornings, all you have to do  is mute 
and unmute mics, turn on live, and work a power-
point slide show. If you would like to know more, 

please contact the office. Thanks! 

 

Serving 

Are you looking for a way to get involved and serve 
our church or community? If so, there are opportuni-
ties to serve as ushers, money counters, or as volun-
teers at the clothing closet and children’s ministry. 

Please contact the office for more information.  

 

Confirmation 

 Pastor Randy would like to start a confirmation class 
this spring. This class will meet on Wednesday eve-
nings at 7pm. Please see the Pastor if you are inter-

ested.  

 

 

 

Christian Education Committee coming soon!! Stay 
tuned for details! 

Around the Church 

Council Chair: Eric Voress 
Recording Secretary: Daleen Braun 

Treasurer: Wendy Carter 
Lay Leader: Brad Wren 

Congregational Care: Emily Allison 
Children’s Ministry: Morgan Shaffer 

Youth Ministry: Jessica Zorn 
Trustees:  John Klinger (Chair, 2022) Tyler Pence (2023) 
 Warren Sprague Jr (2022) Vic Hurley (2023) 
 Tim Rostorfer (2022)  Jason Kerns (2024) 
 Deb Elliott (2022) 
 
Finance:   Deb Elliott (2022)  Todd Lotz (Chair, 2023 ) 
              Wendy Carter (Treas., 2022) Bev Wren (2024) 
 Deb Mann (2022)  Brad Wren (LL, 2024) 
 Evan Zorn (2023) 
 
SPRC:  Jack Toomey (Chair, 2022) Brad Wren (LL, 2024) 
 Wendy Carter (2022)  Bev Suttles (2024 
 Erin Pence (2023)  Larry Wahrer (2024) 
 Randy Bratka (Pastor, 2024) 
 Melanie Lotz (2024) 
Outreach: Amanda Shaffer (Chair, 2022) John Klinger (2024) 
 Deb Elliott (2022)  Kira Klinger (2024) 
 Ricki Maxwell (2022)  Alexis Regula (2024) 
 Dailyn Shaffer (2023)  Jessica Zorn (2024) 
 Randy Bratka (Pastor, 2023) 
 
Worship: Amanda Shaffer (2022)  Ricki Maxwell (2023) 
 Emily Allison (2022)  Randy Bratka (Pastor, 2024) 
 Terri Hejduk (2022)  Kay Hunt (2024) 
 Bev Wren (2022)  Branita Bratka (2024) 
 Kathy Smith (2022)  Brent Kerns (2024) 
 Dee Schramm (2023)  Rose Ann Kerns (2024) 
 Sharon Zimpfer (2023) 
 
Nominations: Linda Wahrer (2022) Randy Bratka (chair, Pastor, 2024) 
      Cora May Heintz (2022) Brad Wren (LL, 2024) 
      Marta Toomey (2023) Morgan Shaffer (2024) 
      Bart Smith (2023)  Daleen Braun (2024) 

Church Leadership Spotlight 
 Brad Wren – Lay Leader 

John 14:2 tells us “My Father’s house has many rooms….”  
What would your heavenly room be like? If you ask Bev she will tell  
you whatever it is…...it will be a little disorganized/cluttered (messy?).  
But, just give me a room with an overstuffed chair for naps  
(I hope there are naps in heaven), a window overlooking the woods, and our dogs  
(Ginger & Hazel). Having said that…..I’ll take whatever they have! 
 
What is one spiritual tradition you have or always wanted to have in your life or family? In 
today’s crazy, busy world….Daily devotionals can always be a challenge. But with phone/IPad 
apps it has be4come much easier to “stay with it.” Just set a daily time and you get an alert 
that it’s time to pause your day and spend a little time with God. The two apps I use  are 
“Daily Bread Devotional For Men” and “Daily Bible Inspirations.” 

What is one worship song or lyric that has really spoken to your heart? I’m not sure I can pin 
this one down to one song, as music has always been a big part of who I am. At different 
points in my life there has always been a song, or artist, that has touched my heart where I 
was at that particular moment in time. From Ray Boltz, Steven Curtis Chapman, Gaither Vocal 
Band, hymns, Christmas carols…..they are all so very meaningful. But Easter songs seem to 
hold a special place for me. Watch the Lamb, Because He Lives, Then Came The Morn-
ing…..are all so inspirational and speak to the foundation of our faith.  

What are the three apps on your phone you can’t live without? Text (have to stay up with 
the latest picture of video of Jak & Fred), Weather Channel, and the family linked Google cal-
endar so I stand a chance at knowing when and where I’m supposed to be.  

Join us each month as we feature a new church leader! 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Due by  
February 16  

 

Knitworthy Clothing Closet  
Our clothing closet is 
up and running! We 
will be open when the 
food pantry is (see be-
low), and will be serv-
ing all who are eligible. 
Other times are availa-
ble by appointment. If 
you have any ques-
tions, OR would like to 

volunteer to help staff the closet, please 
contact the office at (937) 596 -6919.  

 
Fish Pond Food Pantry  
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is locat-
ed at 310 Davis St. in the Family 
Life Center building. They are open 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays each 
month from 11am-2pm. Outside 
hours are available by calling the 
church for an appointment. The 
food pantry is open to all residents 
of Jackson Center and Botkins school districts.  

In Our Community 
  

Jesus loves... 


