
From the Pastor’s Desk 
It’s hard to believe that it’s already time for Lent! This is the time in the Church liturgical calendar that 
we begin a forty day spiritual trek which culminates in the celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday! Our Lenten season begins this year on Ash Wednesday, 
March 2nd. We will have our sanctuary open for personal reflection and imposition of ashes from 9am 
to 1pm followed by our Ash Wednesday service at 7pm. The imposition (placing of) ashes is a practice 
that goes far back in church history. Did you know that the ashes are made from burning leftover palm 
leaves from Palm Sunday the previous year? This is reminiscent of the yearly sacrificing of the Red Heifer 
for the sins of the nation at the Temple in Jerusalem where they saved the ashes from the previous 
years’ sacrifices to add to their newest sacrifice. We know that we cannot work our way in to Heaven 
and that animal sacrifices are no longer required because “Jesus paid it all” on the cross! The imparting 
of ashes on the back of one’s hand or forehead is not a requirement from scripture, but rather a volun-
tary penitential practice showing that we are sorry for our sins and strive to do better in our Christian 
life. Fasting during the 40 days of Lent is an ancient practice that is reminiscent of Jesus fasting in the 
wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11). The idea of giving something up for Lent is to cause us to focus more in-
tensely on Jesus Christ. While fasting has traditionally involved giving up certain food or drink, it can be 
giving up something that normally takes more of our time away from God, like TV, internet, of Facebook 
(gasp!). It can also be the adding (instead of subtracting) of something to our life such as a daily devo-
tional of more time spent in prayer and Bible study. Lent is basically what you choose to make of it. The 
point is to help us all grow closer in our relationship with Jesus! 

                         Grace and Peace (2 Peter 1:2), 

Pastor Randy; pastorrandy@jcumcoh.org 

Council  Corner 

The JCUMC Administrative Council met on February 10. A name change was made from secretary to 
administrative assistant for Amanda’s position. If questions arise on performance of any personnel at 
the church, they are to see Jack Toomey, Brad Wren or Pastor Randy. If it pertains to the Pastor contact 
Jack Toomey. Pastor Randy is still working with the District to get licensed.  Hopefully all necessary re-
quirements will be met by December of this year.  We will be trying to add more clothing to the cloth-
ing closet for the families that have been using it. The church received a grant to have some post cards 
made for the Easter services coming up. We also got a banner to be posted in the front yard at the 
church. Pastor Randy is making some new additions to the church service and removing some out of 
date items. The trustees held their first meeting last week. The FLC needs to have some windows re-
placed. Pastor Randy is setting up a confirmation class, it may be in conjunction with another local 
church. Jack is going to have some magnetic signs made for the doors at the Family Life Center. A lock 
is going to be installed between the hall and gym to keep people from walking in the hall when there 
are renters. Pastor Randy talked about updating the facility use packets for the church. Changes will be 
brought back to the next council meeting for approval. Discussion was had about carpet cleaning, and 
new flooring for the kitchen, bathrooms and youth room. All decisions were tabled until next meeting. 
Ed updating everyone on the flag pole project. UMW and Sunday school accounts will be moved to 
People’s Federal. New locks will be installed at the church in the coming weeks.  

With no other business before the council, Chair Eric Voress closed the meeting with prayer. The next 
council meeting will be  on March 10, 2022 at 7pm.  
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Opportunities to 

Serve 
• A/V Tech—any Sunday 

• Clothing closet staffing 
 
 
 

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Sunday School 
9am 

Service 
10a.m. 

 

Live on Facebook each Sunday. 
Sermon uploaded to YouTube 

and website on  Monday 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

—John 10:27  
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Any member may stop in to the 
office at any time to see full finan-
cial reports and a full copy of the 
council minutes.  
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 Tuesday, March  1:  UMW Meets @ 7pm 
 
Wednesday, March 2nd: Ash Wednesday service 
@ 7pm , church open for ashes 8:30am-1pm 
 
Mondays, March 7 & 14: Pastors Study @ 7pm 
 
Wednesday, March 9,16,23,30: Prayer Group 
meets @ FLC at 6pm; Choir practice @ 7pm 
 
 
Thursday, March 10:  Church Council meets at 
7pm 
 
Sunday, March 13: Outreach after church; Day-
light savings time 
 
Tuesday, March 15: Worship committee meets at 
7pm 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

1st:  Brian & Jamie Lotz 

3rd: Craig Ludwig 
8th: Landon Reese 
11th: Bev Ryder 
          Helen Taylor 
13th: Kyle Mann 
14th: Derick Bunke 
21st: Ryan Ludwig 
22nd: Scott Mann 
           Kailey Wahrer 
23rd: Ted Rostorfer 
24th: Tyler Mann 
           Karla Haas 
27th: Tyler Burch 
28th: Lawrence & Dana Price 

 Ash Wednesday, March 2:  Service @ 7pm, church will be open during office hours for 
imposition of ashes as well. 

   Celtic Sunday, March 13: 10am service 

   Palm Sunday, April 10: 10am service 

   Maundy Thursday, April 14: Communion Service @ 7pm 

   Good Friday, April 15: Interactive Stations of the Cross. Time to be announced. 

   Easter Sunday, April 17: Sunrise Service @ 7am (followed by breakfast) Easter service  
with cantata  @ 10am 

Giving  
As we continue to navigate through this difficult time, please don’t forget your faithful 
giving to the church. We have several ways in which you can give—in person, by mail, or 
by signing up for our online giving. There is a link on our web-
site to sign up for the e-offering, and you can always come into 
the office if you need assistance. Amanda would be happy to 
help.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain our ministries: $2247.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date): $2278.00 

 

Lay Readers:  

3/6: Bev Suttles 

3/13: Jack Toomey  Ushers: The Voress Family 

3/20: Karen Sprague  Pew Angel: Barry Elliott 

3/27: Barry Elliott 

 Money Counters: Brent & Rose Ann Kerns  

 Communion Steward: Terri Hejduk 

 Altar Guild: Kathy Smith 
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 UMW  
The UMW met on Feb. 1, 2022 with Daleen pre-
siding over the meeting. The meeting was opened 
with devotions given by Ann. The group sang Jesus 
Loves Me followed with prayer by Emily. Minutes 
were read and approved for both the secretary 

and treasurer reports. New business: Linda reported 
that we will not be serving for Delta Kapa Gamma 
dinner as changes have been made within that 
group. The members voted not to host “Love Thy 
Neighbor” in April or the “Mother/Other Banquet” in 
May. Ashley Holthaus has been invited to speak at 
our April 5th meeting and she has accepted. Ashley is 
associated with the New Life Center in Sidney. We 
voted to donate $200 to Rustic Hope here in Shelby 
County. There was some interest in the baby blanket 
ministry but nothing was decided yet. Discussion was 
held on fundraisers for next year; Emily suggested a 
Super Bowl fundraiser. Deb Elliott requested chang-
ing our bank account from USBank to Peoples Feder-
al here in JC> Approval from the board is required to 
make this change. Many prayer concerns were 
shared. Fellowship and refreshments provided by 
Karen & Linda were enjoyed by all at the end of the 
meeting.  
 
The UMW meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month, with the exception of July & August. Anyone 
with questions can see Sharon Zimpfer.  

  

Serving 

Are you looking for a way to get involved and serve 
our church or community? If so, there are opportuni-
ties to serve as ushers, money counters, or as volun-
teers at the clothing closet and children’s ministry. 

Please contact the office for more information.  

 

Confirmation 

 Pastor Randy would like to start a confirmation class 
this spring. This class will meet on Wednesday eve-
nings at 7pm. Please see the Pastor if you are inter-

ested.  

 

Christian Education Committee coming soon!! Stay 
tuned for details! 

Around the Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11– Number of churches that donate money, food, and/or time to the food pan-
try: Botkins UMC; Emanuel Lutheran Church (Montra); Grace Lutheran Church 
(Jackson Center); Jackson Center UMC; Maplewood UMC; Petersburg Parish: 
includes Immaculate Conception Catholic Church (Botkins), St Joseph Catholic 
Church (Wapakoneta), St. Lawrence Catholic Church (Rhine), and St. John 
Catholic Church (Fryburg); St. Jacob’s Lutheran Church (Jackson Twp.); and St, 
Mark’s Lutheran Church (Montra). 
 
And schools, businesses, industries, organizations, and individuals too numerous 
to mention. 
 
233– Number of households served during 2021 
 
578— Total number of individuals served in 2021 
 
0— Number of paid staff 
 
$1,032— Amount needed each month in 2021 to operate the Fish Pons Food 
Pantry 
 
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is open the 2nd of 4th Wednesday of each month 
from 11am till 2pm. Households may come to the food pantry one time each 
month or once every 30 days. This schedule also coincides with the times that 
the Clothing closet is open….which is adjacent to the food pantry. All clothes 
are free.  

Church Leadership Spotlight 
 Jack Toomey—SPRC Chair 

What is a memorable quote or scripture verse that has changed you? 
 Matthew 19:26. It talks about with man some things are possible,  
however with God all things are possible. This is far more than power of  
positive thinking; it is the power of God that make what seems impossible  
possible.  
 
If you could ask Jesus to change one problem in the world today, which problem would you 
pick? If I could ask Jesus to change one problem in the world today, I would ask him to help us 
focus on God, family, and morality and stop the liberal agenda that is trying to destroy Christian-
ity as we know it. We seem to be allowing this to happen. We must stand our ground and con-
fess our commitment to our God! Don’t allow this liberal agenda to destroy what we know is 
right. 

Other thank God, which character in the Bible would you most like to have a conversation 
with and why? The character other than God I would like to have a conversation with would be 
Methuselah. He lived 969 years; I would love to hear his story of surviving so long. He was the 
longest living person who didn’t actually die but is transported to heaven by God. I can’t imag-
ine the stories he could tell me. How exciting and interesting this would be.  

What game show would you most like to be a contestant on? I have never given this much 
thought, maybe Wheel of Fortune or Cash Explosion. With any winnings, I would put the money 
toward worthwhile projects or individuals in our family.  

Join us each month as we feature a new church leader! 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Due by  
March 16 

 

Knitworthy Clothing Closet  
Our clothing closet is 
up and running! We 
will be open when the 
food pantry is (see be-
low), and will be serv-
ing all who are eligible. 
Other times are availa-
ble by appointment. If 
you have any ques-
tions, OR would like to 

volunteer to help staff the closet, please 
contact the office at (937) 596 -6919.  

 
Fish Pond Food Pantry  
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is locat-
ed at 310 Davis St. in the Family 
Life Center building. They are open 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays each 
month from 11am-2pm. Outside 
hours are available by calling the 
church for an appointment. The 
food pantry is open to all residents 
of Jackson Center and Botkins school districts.  

In Our Community 

  

Jesus loves... 


