
From the Pastor’s Desk 
“Broken Hallelujah” 

“I can barely stand right now; Everything is crashing down; And I wonder where You are; I try to find the 
words to pray; I don’t always know what to say; But You’re the one who can hear my heart; And even 
though I don’t know what Your plan is; I know You make beauty from these ashes; I’ve seen joy and I’ve 
seen pain; And on my knees I call Your name; Here’s my broken hallelujah; With nothing left to hold 
onto; I raise these empty hands to You; Here’s my broken hallelujah!” 

This year’s Lent/Easter season has so far been bittersweet, as we have seen our world on the brink of 
war and our nation in turmoil. It has been an ancient practice in the church to refrain from using Hallelu-
jahs/Alleluias in worship during the somber season of repentance we know as Lent. It is called “burying 
the Alleluias/Hallelujahs.” We joyfully break them back out on Easter Sunday morning and throughout 
the Easter season as a symbol of our joy in the celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ! He truly obtained victory over death! It may feel hard to be so celebratory when we are 
ever mindful of those suffering around the world, from our Christian brothers and sisters in the Ukraine 
who must celebrate Easter in an underground subway station or even in a foreign country they have had 
to flee to, often separated from members of their family. There are those brothers and sisters in Christ 
who will be celebrating Easter in secret as part of the “Underground Church” in China and other coun-
tries where persecution of Christians is at an all time high. The Church as been no stranger to adversity, 
persecution and suffering over her lifespan. Today is no different! We must carry on by celebrating 
Christ’s victory while diligently praying for those in need at the same time. Only Christ can bring us true 
peace in our lives and in our world. Let us look to Him as our future and our hope! Christ is risen! He is 
risen indeed! 

                         Grace and Peace (2 Peter 1:2), 
Pastor Randy 

 pastorrandy@jcumcoh.org 
 

Council  Corner 

The JCUMC Administrative Council met on March 10. It  was discussed to move the utility costs for the 
FLC to the FLC account to pay its own utilities. A combined confirmation class with Maplewood United 
Methodist started Wednesday, March 9 at the FLC with 12 in attendance. The classes will run for 6 
weeks. We are planning on having future activities with this age group to participate in after confirma-
tion is concluded. We are partnering with Christ the King for a weekend VBS this summer. We need a 
youth to fill one last position on the Christian Education Committee and all the nominations will be 
done. There are solar lights for out front and the parking lots that were donated and need to be in-
stalled. Grace Lutheran Church is celebrating 100 years, and it was approved for JCUMC to provide the 
altar flowers for them on March 27th as a congratulations. We will be replacing 2 windows at the Fami-
ly Life Center in the coming months. It was brought up to schedule a spring cleaning day for the church, 
that was tabled until April. The floors will be waxed at the FLC March 25-27.  With no other business 
before the council, Chairman Eric Voress closed the meeting with a prayer. The next council meeting 
will be April 7th, 2022 at 7pm (early due to Holy Week). 
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Opportunities to Serve 
• A/V Tech—any Sunday 

• Clothing closet staffing 

• Help with Easter Egg Hunt, 
April 9 

• Staff Stations of the Cross, 
April 15 

• Food for Easter Sunrise break-
fast, April 17 

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Sunday School 
9am 

Service 
10a.m. 

 

Live on Facebook each Sunday. 
Sermon uploaded to YouTube 

and website on  Monday 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

—John 10:27  
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Any member may stop in to the 
office at any time to see full finan-
cial reports and a full copy of the 
council minutes.  
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Tuesday, April 5:  UMW Meets @ 7pm 
 
Thursday, April 7: Church Council meets at 7pm 
 
Wednesday, April 6,13,20,27: Prayer Group meets 
@ FLC at 6pm; Choir practice @ 7pm 
 
Saturday, April 9:  Community Easter Egg Hunt, 9-
11am @ Village Park 
 
Tuesday, April 19: Worship Committee meets at 
7pm 
 
Thursday, April 21: Quarterly Fish Pond Food Pan-
try meeting at 6pm 
 
Saturday, April 30:  Outside cleanup day (rain date 
May 7) 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

1st:  Sheryle Ludwig 

3rd: Jessica Zorn; Maissen Akers 
4th: Todd & Kathy Lotz 
5th: Scott & Letha Mann 
6th:  Casey Dodds 
10th: Ross Ludwig; Barry & Deb Elliott 
13th: Madison Hickman 
14th: Sue Ludwig 
17th: Karen Sprague 
22nd: Kathy Bunke; Lori Wahrer; April 
Zwiebel 
25th:  Meranda Doseck; Mary Lou Stew-
art 
27th:  Addison Frye 
28th:  Elijah Lyme 

   Palm Sunday, April 10: 10am service 

   Maundy Thursday, April 14: Communion/Seder Service @ 7pm 

   Good Friday, April 15: Interactive Stations of the Cross. 11am-1pm; 4-7pm. 

   Easter Sunday, April 17: Sunrise Service @ 7am (followed by breakfast) Easter service  
with cantata and confirmation  @ 10am 

Giving  
As we continue to navigate through this difficult time, please don’t forget your faithful 
giving to the church. We have several ways in which you can give—in person, by mail, or 
by signing up for our online giving. There is a link on our web-
site to sign up for the e-offering, and you can always come into 
the office if you need assistance. Amanda would be happy to 
help.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain our ministries: $2247.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date): $2518.00 

 

Lay Readers:  

4/3: Bev Wren 

4/10: Karen Sprague  Ushers: Larry & Bryan Wahrer 

4/17: Wendy Carter  Pew Angel: Dailyn Shaffer  

4/24: Brad Wren 

 Money Counters: Barry & Deb Elliott 

 Communion Steward: Terri Hejduk 

 Altar Guild: Cora May Heintz 
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UMW  
The UMW did NOT meet in March. Their next 
meeting is Tuesday, April 5th at 7pm.  
 
The UMW meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month, with the exception of July & August. Any-

one with questions can see Sharon Zimpfer.  
  

Serving 

Are you looking for a way to get involved and serve 
our church or community? If so, there are opportuni-
ties to serve as ushers, money counters, or as volun-
teers at the clothing closet and children’s ministry. 

Please contact the office for more information.  

 

 

Pastor’s Book Corner 

From time to time, Pastor Randy will be featuring a 
book from our church library. This month that book is 
“Wild and Holy Women of the Bible” by Rev. Sherry 

Cothran. Here is a synopsis from the back of the 
book:  

“There are still wild places in this world, even in the 
pages of the Bible. When we venture out into the 

Bible’s uncharted regions, beyond the selected scrip-
tures that have often been misused to tame the femi-
nine spirit, we meet the wild and holy women of the 
Bible who  were free, faithful, and fearless. Blending 

the brightest in biblical scholarship with her vast 
experiences, Rev. Sherry Cothran leads us into healing 
encounters with the Bible’s lost stories of women who 

were warriors, prophets, and seers; a woman king 
and a slayer, a medium and a martyr. As we explore 
the wilderness regions of the Bible, their stories be-

come sacred medicine for us all. Especially those who 
have suffered oppression and hurt, often at the hands 

of religious communities. The book and ten original 
songs are a call to free the person you were told to be 

and find the one God created, giving you tools to 
create new narratives from old stories, heal from soul 

wounds and awaken to the image of a loving God 
within.” 

 Interested? You can check this book out from the 
library today! 

Around the Church 
Church Leadership Spotlight 
 John Klinger—Trustees Chair 

Where are you most aware of God’s presence and why? 
 When I’m sitting out by the pond watching the ducks swim and the  
birds fly and see the fish swimming around I think only our Lord could 
have created such a beautiful world.  
 
In the Bible, God give some figures “new names.” What would you want your name to be and 
why? The Converted. For many years I was a non-believer. It took the right person and God’s hand 
to make me see the light.  

What is a cause or injustice in the world you wish you could fix?  Too many  people in today’s 
world have no moral foundation or empathy for their fellow man or woman.  

What is a home project, craft, or hobby that you tried that didn’t go so well?  We decided to put 
new windows in our old farm house. The first window took like 4 days to put in for one reason or 
another. So for 4 days we had a 28x78 hole in our second floor. We are a lot quicker now after do-
ing so many.  

Join us each month as we feature a new church leader! 



 

4 

First Std 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
City, ST 

Permit # 000 
Jackson Center UMC  
202 East Pike St.   
PO Box 577 
Jackson Center OH 45334 
www.jcumcoh.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Due by  
April 19 

 

Knitworthy Clothing Closet  
Our clothing closet is 
up and running! We 
will be open when the 
food pantry is (see be-
low), and will be serv-
ing all who are eligible. 
Other times are availa-
ble by appointment. If 
you have any ques-
tions, OR would like to 

volunteer to help staff the closet, please 
contact the office at (937) 596 -6919.  

 
Fish Pond Food Pantry  
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is locat-
ed at 310 Davis St. in the Family 
Life Center building. They are open 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays each 
month from 11am-2pm. Outside 
hours are available by calling the 
church for an appointment. The 
food pantry is open to all residents 
of Jackson Center and Botkins school districts.  

In Our Community 
  

Jesus loves... 


