
From the Pastor’s Desk 
“The Tradition of Mother’s Day” 

This official holiday arose thanks to Anna Jarvis following her mother’s death in 1905. She conceived of 
Mother’s Day as a way to honor the sacrifices mothers made for their children. She organized the first 
official Mother’s Day celebration at a Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia! 

Following the success of that first Mother’s Day, Anna Jarvis resolved to see her holiday added to the 
national calendar by starting a massive letter writing campaign to newspapers and prominent politicians 
urging the adoption of the special day. By 1912 many states, towns, and churches had adopted  Moth-
er’s Day as an annual holiday, and Jarvis had established the Mother’s Day International Association to 
help promote her cause. Her persistence paid off in 1914 when President Woodrow Wilson signed a 
measure officially establishing the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day. Meanwhile across the pond, 
another tradition could be considered another modern precedent for Mother’s Day. It’s the early Chris-
tian festival known as “Mothering Sunday.” Once a major tradition in the United Kingdom and parts of 
Europe, this celebration fell on the fourth Sunday in Lent and was originally seen as a time when the 
faithful would return to their “mother church” (the main church in the vicinity of their home) for a spe-
cial service. It would later evolve from the recognition of “Mother Church” into the recognition of all 
mothers as we know it today. Regardless of how this holiday came to be (and there are even more peo-
ple who had similar ideas that we don’t have room to discuss here), we have been given a Biblical exam-
ple of motherhood in Mary, the mother of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Her true story is one of both sacri-
fice and endurance in her willingness to serve God by saying “Yes!” Let’s pray for all women this month 
to become the women of God that they are intended to be! (Excerpts and historical information taken 
from History.com) 

                         Grace and Peace (2 Peter 1:2), 
Pastor Randy 

Council  Corner 

The JCUMC Administrative Council met on April 7. Outreach reported that two more clothing racks 
were donated for the clothing closet, and that they received a small grant for the backpack program.  
Christian Education reported that VBS will be help on Saturday, June 11 and will be held at the park, 
weather permitting. They are still working on Youth group events. Worship/Nominations reported that 
they still need one youth to fill a position on Christian Ed, and then nominations will finally be done. 
Worship committee voted to return to pre-Covid communion. Pastor Randy reported that he had his 
interview with the district committee and it went well. He was asked which way the church was going 
in the split of the Methodist church while at his interview—he will be discussing with congregation. 
UMW has decided to pay for all the material needed to redo the bathroom floors. Jack Toomey report-
ed that the floors at the FLC have been re-waxed and that they look great. We appreciate Bart Smith 
for doing this for the FLC and church. It was noted on the rental agreement for the church that there 
will now be a $25 cleaning fee. Ed informed the council that we have been issued the “Efficiency 
Smart” Grant for the FLC—this will help increase our energy efficiency in the building. He also let the 
council know that the cut off date for the flag pole project will be April 24. With no other business be-
fore the council, Eric Voress closed the meeting in prayer. The next council meeting will be on May 12, 
2022 @ 7pm.  
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V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  A T  w w w . j c u m c o h . o r g  

Opportunities to Serve 
• A/V Tech—any Sunday 

• Clothing closet staffing 

• Cleanup Day, May 7 
 
 
 

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Sunday School 
9am 

Service 
10a.m. 

 

Live on Facebook each Sunday. 
Sermon uploaded to YouTube 

and website on  Monday 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

—John 10:27  
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202 East Pike St.  
Jackson Center OH 45334 
(937) 596-6919 
jcumc2@swohio.twcbc.com 

Any member may stop in to the 
office at any time to see full finan-
cial reports and a full copy of the 
council minutes.  
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Tuesday, May 3:  UMW Meets @ 7pm 
 
Wednesday, May 4,11,18,25: Prayer Group 
meets @ FLC at 6pm; Choir practice @ 7pm 
 
Saturday, May 7: Outside clean-up/planting 
day @ 9am 
 
Wednesday, May 11: American Club Senior 
Night @ 7pm 
 
Thursday, May 12:: Council meeting @ 7pm 
 
Sunday, May 15: Graduation Recognition; 
Outreach  meeting after church 
 
Tuesday, May 17:  Worship Committee @ 
7pm 

Upcoming Events 

1st:  Ron & Sheryle Ludwig 
7th:  JR Frye 
12th: Rose Ann Kerns 
13th: Terry Johnston, Ryan Harris 
14th: Kim Voress 
16th: Lynn Rue 
18th: Ashleigh Gross, Randy  & 
Branita Bratka 
19th: Bart & Kathy Smith 
22nd: Emily Allison, Raegan Gross 
25th:  Skyler Lotz 
26th: Dave & Deb Mann, Maryn Lud-
wig 
27th:  Jim & Linda Dodge 

   We are so excited to announce this years Vacation Bible School: Hay Day! This VBS is 
a ONE DAY bible school, and this year we will be doing it in conjunction with Christ 
the King Church. It will be June 11 from 10am-4pm at the Village Park. Inclement 

weather will see us move to JCUMC. We need volunteers and supplies, if you would 
like to help, please see the list on page 3. If you have any questions, please stop in the 

office or see Morgan Shaffer.  

Giving  
As we continue to navigate through this difficult time, please don’t forget your faithful 
giving to the church. We have several ways in which you can give—in person, by mail, or 
by signing up for our online giving. There is a link on our web-
site to sign up for the e-offering, and you can always come into 
the office if you need assistance. Amanda would be happy to 
help.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain our ministries: $2247.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date): $2617.00 

 

Lay Readers:  

5/1: Bev Suttles 

5/8: Jack Toomey  Ushers: Jerry Davis 

5/15: Amanda Shaffer  Pew Angel: Erin Pence  

5/22: Barry Elliott 

5/29: Bev Wren 

 Money Counters: Barry & Deb Elliott 

 Communion Steward: Terri Hejduk 
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UMW  
The April 5th UMW meeting was called to order 
with 13  members present. We had a guest 
speaker, Ashley Holthaus, Development Officer 
for the Women’s Center in Sidney, OH. Eliza-
beth’s New Life Center is a leader in promoting 
responsible sexual values and alternatives to 
abortion throughout Southwest Ohio. Our group 
was impressed by what this organization is do-
ing and voted to support it through a monetary 
donation. Under old business Sharon shared her 
conversation with Deb Dunlap from the South-
ern Miami Valley Mission Committee. Primarily 
what we are doing and how we are supporting 
our ministry. Anyone who is interested in the 
baby blanket ministry can contact Karen Wood-
ruff and she will give you the information on 
what is needed and how you can help. Pastor 
Randy forwarded a message regarding a change 
in the name of our group. It is now United 
Women in Faith. The new website is 
www.UWFaith.org. Under new business fund-
raising was discussed but no decisions made. 
We voted to give the church the balance of ma-
terial cost for the new bathroom floors; dollar 
amount will be give to us at a later date. Karen 
Woodruff discussed the clothing closet’s need 
for prom dresses. With no further business the 
meeting was adjourned.  
 
The UMW meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month, with the exception of July & August. 
Anyone with questions can see Sharon Zimpfer.  

  

Serving 

Are you looking for a way to get involved and 
serve our church or community? If so, there are 
opportunities to serve as ushers, money coun-
ters, or as volunteers at the clothing closet and 
children’s ministry. Please contact the office for 

more information.  

Around the Church Church Leadership Spotlight 
 Eric Voress—Council Chair 

Name a book from the Bible that has changed your life.  
My favorite books from the Bible are the Gospels. (That’s not what  
you asked.) 
 
Who has been a spiritual hero in your life? When I was young, my mom made sure I attended 
Sunday School. As an adult, my spiritual hero is my wife, Kim. I wasn’t attending church before we 
were married. She helped me understand the importance of Christian faith.  

When in your life have you felt closest to God?  The days my daughters Olivia and Brooke were 
born.  

What is your favorite road trip snack? Almost any kind of chocolate.  

Join us each month as we feature a new church leader! 

VBS Supplies  
Needed 

Bible Memory Buddies    $19.95 
Wristbands     $32.97 
Name Badges     $25.96 
Name Badge Holders (4)    $20.99/ea 
Sprouting seeds cards    $32.97 
Banner      $23.96 
Tablecloths     $11.99 
Terra Cotta Pots     $30.00 
“Foto” Frames     $34.47 
 
 
As always, we need monetary help AND volunteers. If you can help in any way, 
please see the supply list in the hallway or find Morgan Shaffer. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering, we need the following positions filled:  
 
1– Spotlight (photographer) 
1– Bible Adventures Teacher 
1– Game Leader 
1—Craft Leader 
5– Crew Leaders 
1—Music Leader 
We will also need 1-2 people to help us serve lunch.  
 Thanks for helping out however you can!  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Due by  
May 23 

 

Knitworthy Clothing Closet  
Our clothing closet is 
up and running! We 
will be open when the 
food pantry is (see be-
low), and will be serv-
ing all who are eligible. 
Other times are availa-
ble by appointment. If 
you have any ques-
tions, OR would like to 

volunteer to help staff the closet, please 
contact the office at (937) 596 -6919.  

 
Fish Pond Food Pantry  
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is locat-
ed at 310 Davis St. in the Family 
Life Center building. They are open 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays each 
month from 11am-2pm. Outside 
hours are available by calling the 
church for an appointment. The 
food pantry is open to all residents 
of Jackson Center and Botkins school districts.  

In Our Community 

Memorial Day Services  
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Cemetery (Montra) @ 9am 

Seventh Day Baptist Cemetery @ 9:30am 

Jackson Center Veterans Memorial Park @10am 

Jesus loves... 


