
From the Pastor’s Desk 
According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, Pentecost (or Whitsunday) came from the Greek pentecostē 
which meant “the 50th day” as it was celebrated on the Sunday that falls on the 50th day of Easter. It 
commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles and other disciples following the Crucifix-
ion, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus Christ as recorded in Acts 2 and marks the beginning of the 
Christian church’s mission to the world. It’s the birthday of the Christian Church, one might say. You 
might not know that the Christian feast of Pentecost has roots in the Jewish feast of Shavuot which was a 
thanksgiving for the first-fruits of the wheat harvest, but it was also later associated with a remembrance 
of the Law/Ten Commandments given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai. The church’s transformation of 
the Jewish feast to a Christian festival was thus related to the belief that the gift of the Holy Spirit to fol-
lowers of Jesus was the “first-fruits” of a new dispensation that fulfilled and succeeded the old dispensa-
tion of the Law. When the festival was first celebrated in the Christian church is not known, but it was 
mentioned in a work from the Eastern church, the Epistola Apostolorum, in the 2nd century. In the 3rd 
century it was mentioned by Origen, theologian and head of the catechetical school in Alexandria, and by 
Turtullian, Christian priest and writher of Carthage. In the early church, baptism was administered both at 
Easter and at Pentecost. Eventually, Pentecost became a more popular time for baptism than Easter in 
northern Europe, and in England the feast was commonly called White Sunday or Whitsunday (which is 
how John Wesley, founder of Methodism, knew it) for the special white garments worn by the newly 
baptized. In many Christian churches, priests/pastors often wear red colored vestments during Pentecost 
to symbolize the “tongues of fire” that descended on the disciples from the Holy Spirit. Church members 
also wear red on Pentecost Sunday in some traditions, and red colored paraments are used to decorate 
the altar and sanctuary. This year, instead of having our normal 10am morning worship service at JCUMC, 
we will be participating in the Jackson Center Community Days’ Ecumenical Worship Service on Pentecost 
Sunday (June 5) at 10:30am in the entertainment tent. That way we will be able to celebrate the 
“birthday” of the Christian Church together with our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ from other de-
nominations! We will also be celebrating the liturgical season of Pentecost throughout the rest of the 
month of June at our own church! 

                         Grace and Peace (2 Peter 1:2), 
Pastor Randy 

 pastorrandy@jcumcoh.org 

V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  A T  w w w . j c u m c o h . o r g  

Council  Corner 

The JCUMC Administrative Council met on May 12.  A motion was made to go through the old financial 
records and shred what no longer needs to be saved. There will be a parsonage inspection completed to 
address any repairs or needs, and staff performance evaluations will be done by July. Outreach is doing 
the graduation goody bags again. We are hoping to continue the backpack program through the summer, 
and Fish has reached out to us about assisting. VBS will be held on June 11 at the park, in partnership with 
Christ the King church. We need volunteers. We still need a youth for the Christian Education committee. 
Trustees are working to fulfill all work orders on church and FLC. Annual conference will be held virtually 
on June 3-4. Pastor Randy received a letter stating his interview for licensure went well and he is moving 
on to the next step in the process. Work is being done to update and clear out the clutter in different 
rooms in the church. The FLC received a grant to update all lighting to energy efficient lighting. This will be 
done soon. The number one priority in the church is bathroom floors.  The next council meeting will be 
June 9, 2022, at 7pm.  
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Opportunities to Serve 
• A/V Tech—any Sunday 

• Clothing closet staffing 

• Vacation Bible School, June 11 
 
 
 

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Sunday School 
9am 

Service 
10a.m. 

 

Live on Facebook each Sunday. 
Sermon uploaded to YouTube 

and website on  Monday 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

—John 10:27  
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Any member may stop in to the 
office at any time to see full finan-
cial reports and a full copy of the 
council minutes.  
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Tuesday, June 7:  UMW Lunch Day Out  @ 
11:45 am 
 
Wednesday, June 1,8,15,22,29: Prayer Group 
meets @ FLC at 6pm 
 
Thursday, June 9: Council meeting @ 7pm 
 
Saturday, June 11: Vacation Bible School @ 
Village Park 10am-4pm 

Upcoming Events 

3rd: Jack & Marta Toomey 
4th: Dick & Helen Taylor 
5th: Dana Price 
7th: Dennis Lotz, Vic Hurley  
8th: Bill Forsyth, John & Kira Klinger 
10th: Brody Gross, Michele Ricker,  
Olivia Voress 
11th: Dana Bales, Sandy Lotz 
13th: Bryan & Lori Wahrer, Colin Christ-
ler 
16th:  Trenton Mann, Tom Suttles 
17th:  Dan Akers, Ed & Ricki Maxwell 
18th:  Jane Klopfenstein 
22nd: Kathy Smith, Nick & Daleen Braun 
25th: Sharon Zimpfer 
28th: Roy & Sandy Shuff 
 

Giving  
As we continue to navigate through this difficult time, please don’t forget your faithful 
giving to the church. We have several ways in which you can give—in person, by mail, or 
by signing up for our online giving. There is a link on our web-
site to sign up for the e-offering, and you can always come into 
the office if you need assistance. Amanda would be happy to 
help.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain our ministries: $2247.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date): $2691.00 

 

Lay Readers:  

6/5: Community Service 

6/12: Karen Sprague  Ushers: Ann Bell, Cora May Heintz 

6/19: Wendy Carter  Pew Angel: Barry Elliott  

6/26: Barry Elliott 

 Money Counters: Eric & Kim Voress 

 Communion Steward: Terri Hejduk 

 Altar Guild: Kira Klinger 
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UMW  
Fourteen members met on Tuesday, May 3rd. 
Bev Suttles opened the meeting with devotions 
and prayer. Secretary and treasurer reports 
were read and approved. Several communica-
tions were received and passed around for 
members to read. Under new business Daleen 

reported that the board accepted our idea to 
prioritize church repairs. More to follow on ex-
act money needed to complete the bathroom 
floor project. The lock changes at the church 
were discussed and the reasons why. Our group 
will be going to the Do Good Restaurant in Os-
good OH on June 7th, arriving at 12:30pm. We 
will leave the church around 11:45am. Anyone 
attending should let Sharon know by the 1st of 
June. Upcoming 90th birthday for Dennis Lotz 
will be announced at a later date to include a 
card shower for those who are interested in 
sending Dennis a card. The Call to Prayer and 
Self Denial was explained and how it works, 
more to follow., Deb Elliott will follow up with 
the church office to see if our group needs to 
reimburse the general fund for and expendi-
tures for senior recognition, confirmation and 
baptisms. Prayer concerns were shared and the 
meeting was adjourned.  
 
The UMW meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month, with the exception of July & August. 
Anyone with questions can see Sharon Zimpfer.  

  

Library 

A big thank you to Melanie Lotz for going 
through all our books in the library and getting 

them organized. All books are available for 
checkout—please see the office if you have any 

questions, or requests for books.  

Around the Church Church Leadership Spot-
light 
 Amanda Shaffer—Outreach/

Administrative Assistant 

Share a scripture that is meaningful to you. 
I have two. One is Nehemiah 8:10—”the joy of the Lord is my strength.” It reminds me that when 
we do our work for God’s glory, He always supplies us with the strength we need to continue on. 
The other is John 16:33- “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” This one is ALWAYS in  the back of my mind. When the world seems dark, when I struggle, 
I remember this, and it brings me peace. There is nothing Jesus didn’t already overcome for us! 
 
What is one worship song or lyric that has really spoken to your heart?  The Old Rugged Cross. 
It’s the first worship song I remember from when I was a kid—it was my grandmother’s favorite 
song.  “I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it someday for a crown.”   

What is a trip or experience that had a big spiritual impact on you and why?  My Emmaus walk. I 
knew who God was, I believed in Him, but it wasn't until my walk that I gave my life to Christ.  

What is one favorite activity from your childhood you wish you could do now? Restore old cars 
with my dad.  

Join us each month as we feature a new church leader! 

Summer Serving 
Opportunities 

Are you looking for a way to get more involved in our church this summer? There 
are countless ways in which you can help. There are schedules for the following 
positions on the table in the sanctuary.: 
 Children’s Conversation 
 Special Music 
 Sound table 
You can sign up on Sunday morning, or you can call the office anytime through 
the week to sign up for any of the positions listed above., 
 
We are also still in need of the following VBS volunteers:  
 1– Bible Adventures Teacher 
 1– Game Leader 
 1—Craft Leader 
 5– Crew Leaders 
 We will also need 1-2 people to help us serve lunch.  
Please see Morgan Shaffer about VBS. Thank you! 
 



 

4 

First Std 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
City, ST 

Permit # 000 
Jackson Center UMC  
202 East Pike St.   
PO Box 577 
Jackson Center OH 45334 
www.jcumcoh.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Due by  
June 21  

 

Knitworthy Clothing Closet  
Our clothing closet is 
up and running! We 
will be open when the 
food pantry is (see be-
low), and will be serv-
ing all who are eligible. 
Other times are availa-
ble by appointment. If 
you have any ques-
tions, OR would like to 

volunteer to help staff the closet, please 
contact the office at (937) 596 -6919.  

 
Fish Pond Food Pantry  
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is locat-
ed at 310 Davis St. in the Family 
Life Center building. They are open 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays each 
month from 11am-2pm. Outside 
hours are available by calling the 
church for an appointment. The 
food pantry is open to all residents 
of Jackson Center and Botkins school districts.  

In Our Community  

Jesus loves... 


