
From the Pastor’s Desk 
There’s an “elephant” in our sanctuary! Sometimes we tend to think, if we ignore a problem long enough, 
it will just go away. As I finished my initial interview with the District Committee on Ordained Ministry 
(DCOM) a few months ago, I was asked by our then District Superintendent if our JCUMC congregation 
was “going or staying?” in the UMC. I responded that we haven’t started that conversation yet. It was 
then that I realized that eventually I will be asked individually, as a supply pastor in the UMC, to give my 
own personal decision as well. Many of you are aware that I previously pastored a church in WV for 8 
years or so in the American Baptist, USA denomination, before recently returning to my spiritual roots in 
the UMC. One reason I left the ABC, USA was due to many of the same unresolved issues the UMC now 
finds itself dealing with. “Out of the frying pan and into the fire!”, is how the saying goes that best de-
scribes where I find myself currently. I am praying for the Holy Spirit’s direction for my ministry and 
where that will lead me and also for our local congregation and whether we will be able to continue our 
journey together into the future. I also believe that, especially with recent developments in the UMC, we 
need to begin a conversation about what is going on in our denomination and what that will mean in the 
days ahead. I have mentioned the need for us as a congregation to do this to our Church Council and will 
be discussing it with our SPRC in the near future. I have also alluded to this difficult situation in several 
recent sermons as well. This has provoked a few productive private discussions with church members. I 
am keeping updated on information on current happenings within the UMC so that when the time 
comes, we can begin to address the “elephant” in our sanctuary. In the meantime, if you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me as your Pastor, to Brad Wren as our Lay Leader, or 
to members of our SPRC. Last, but not least, please lift up the UMC in your daily prayers, especially at this 
difficult time.  

                         Grace and Peace (2 Peter 1:2), 
Pastor Randy 

 pastorrandy@jcumcoh.org 
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Council  Corner 

The JCUMC Administrative Council met on June 9. Outreach reported that FISH in Sidney gave $500 to the 
backpack program. Kira is hoping we will get to do the Christ in my Backpack in August. Back to Church 
Sunday will be Sept. 18, with the UnCalled Four performing. Worship has no meeting in June, will resume 
meetings in July to begin planning for the fall. Nominations is still trying to find one youth to fill a seat on 
Christian Education. The clothing closet is doing really well. Pastor Randy’s candidacy summit weekend is 
at the end of July, and then he will attend licensing school in the fall. If all that goes well, he SHOULD be 
licensed by the end of the year. Chief Wirick  will be coming in to do a safety walkthrough for Sunday  
mornings. Rev. Eileen Hix has been having to ask the Bishop’s permission to come and do communion 
each month, but at conference they “added” her to our charge—given her blanket permission to perform 
sacraments until Pastor Randy is licensed.  Pastor Randy informed the council on the cleaning that has 
been going  on in the church. The books have been gone through in the library, the hall closet has been 
cleaned, and all of the altar paraments have been gone through and organized. We are still in need of 
someone to move some things over to the FLC. Ed Maxwell thanked everyone for their assistance with 
the flagpole project. He does have some money left over, and will be using it to replace the flags in the 
sanctuary. The next council meeting will be July 14, 2022 @ 7pm.  
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Opportunities to Serve 
• A/V Tech—any Sunday 

• Clothing closet staffing 

• Special Music 

• Children’s Conversation 
 
 
 

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Sunday School 
9am 

Service 
10a.m. 

 

Live on Facebook each Sunday. 
Sermon uploaded to YouTube 

and website on  Monday 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

—John 10:27  
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Any member may stop in to the 
office at any time to see full finan-
cial reports and a full copy of the 
council minutes.  
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Monday, July 4: Office Closed 
 
Wednesday, July 6,13,20,27: Prayer Group 
meets @ FLC at 6pm 
 
Thursday, July 14: Council meeting @ 7pm 
 
Tuesday, July 19: Worship committee meets 
@ 7pm 
 
Thursday, July 21:  Fish Pond Executive Board 
Meeting @ 6pm 

Upcoming Events 

3rd:  Connie & Harold Helman 
4th:  Bruce & Sandy Lotz 
5th:  Dave Mann; Bruce Lotz 
9th: Scott Doseck; Eric Shaffer 
12th: Luke Doseck 
13th: Bart Smith; Eileen Christler;  
 Nick Braun 
14th: Matt & Alison Barkman 
 Clara Mae Leininger 
17th: Brad Wren; Bev Suttles 
18th: Tom & Bev Suttles 
20th: Hank & Sharon Zimpfer 
21st: John Klinger 
23rd: Kathy Myers 
24th: Steve Christler 
25th: Cora May Heintz;  
 Darell & Mary Lou Stewart 
27th: Brandi Ricker 
29th: Kaleigh Gross 

Giving  
As we continue to navigate through this difficult time, please don’t forget your faithful 
giving to the church. We have several ways in which you can give—in person, by mail, or 
by signing up for our online giving. There is a link on our web-
site to sign up for the e-offering, and you can always come into 
the office if you need assistance. Amanda would be happy to 
help.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain our ministries: $2247.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date): $2690.00 

 

Lay Readers:  

7/3: Bev Suttles  

7/10: Jack Toomey  Ushers: Brent Kerns 

7/17: Branita Bratka  Pew Angel: Dailyn Shaffer  

7/24: Barry Elliott  Altar Guild: Kira Klinger 

7/31: Bev Wren 

 Money Counters: Larry & Lola Clevenger 

 Communion Steward: Terri Hejduk 
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UMW  
The UMW went out to eat at the Do Good res-
taurant in Osgood for their Ladies Day Out. 
UMW meetings will resume in September, all 
are invited to attend.  
 
The UMW meets on the first Tuesday of each 

month, with the exception of July & August. 
Anyone with questions can see Sharon Zimpfer.  

  

Library 

A big thank you to Melanie Lotz for going 
through all our books in the library and getting 

them organized. All books are available for 
checkout—please see the office if you have any 

questions, or requests for books.  

 

Upgrades 

The new bathroom floors will be installed on 
October 7 (ladies) and October 14 (men’s). Don’t 
forget there are other projects that need to get 

done—if you would like to see a list or donate to 
a project, please contact Jack Toomey. A big 
thank you to the UMW for helping  with the 

bathroom project.  

Around the Church Church Leadership  

Spotlight 
 Wendy Carter, Treasurer 

What’s a familiar Bible verse you return to in times when you need it 
most? 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine on your and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26. This is my reminder that 
God is always there for us. Always blessing us. Always giving us opportunities to trust Him more, 
even when we do not understand.  
 
When did Jesus first become real to you? My first trip to Lakeside with the JCUMYF, and several 
moments at Lakeside thereafter. We had opportunities to lead devotions in the evenings for the 
group and pick the location. Since then, Lakeside has been a special place to me. It is a place 
where reflecting on God and His creation is an easier thing to do with the beauty and simplicity of 
the area.  

If you were going on a spiritual retreat, what 3 things (besides your Bible) would you take and 
why? An open heart—to help me see opportunities where I could improve myself for God. An 
open mind—to help me see others and understand their situations are real—more empathy. An 
appetite—there’s always a lot of food at retreats….at least the ones I’ve attended in the past. 

What’s the best flavor of ice cream? Mint chocolate chip…..no explanation needed.   

Join us each month as we feature a new church leader! 

Summer Serving 
Opportunities 

Are you looking for a way to get more involved in our church this summer? There 
are countless ways in which you can help. There are schedules for the following 
positions on the table in the sanctuary.: 
 Children’s Conversation 
 Special Music 
 Sound table 
You can sign up on Sunday morning, or you can call the office anytime through 
the week to sign up for any of the positions listed above., 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Due by  
June 21  

 

Knitworthy Clothing Closet  
Our clothing closet is up and running! We 

will be open when the 
food pantry is (see be-
low), and will be serv-
ing all who are eligible. 
Other times are availa-
ble by appointment. If 
you have any ques-
tions, OR would like to 
volunteer to help staff 
the closet, please con-

tact the office at (937) 596 -6919.  

 
Fish Pond Food Pantry  
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is located at 310 Da-
vis St. in the Family Life Center 
building. They are open the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays each month 
from 11am-2pm. Outside hours 
are available by calling the church 
for an appointment. The food pan-
try is open to all residents of Jack-
son Center and Botkins school dis-
tricts.  

In Our Community  

Jesus loves... 


