
From the Pastor’s Desk 
It’s Not Easy Being Green…. 

 I’m sure you’ve heard the title of this article as part of a song that Kermit the Frog from “The 
Muppet Show” used to sing. While many may be familiar with Kermit, many are less familiar with another 
name that begins with the letter “K” called Kingdomtide! What is Kingdomtide, you may ask? It is a litur-
gical season that was observed in the fall where green was traditionally the liturgical color and it is a part 
of the season of what most of us now know as “Ordinary Time.” In 1937, the US Federal Council of  
Churches (a predecessor of the National Council of Churches) recommended that the entire part of the 
Christian calendar between Pentecost and Advent be named Kingdomtide; however, two years later the 
Methodist Episcopal Church (Pre UMC) adopted the term only for the second half of this time period. 
Precise criteria for determining when Kingdomtide began varied in different localities. The most common 
practice was to start the season on the Sunday on or nearest August 31, which gave Kingdomtide about 
13 Sundays every year. The liturgy for Kingdomtide stresses charity and assistance to the poor, in con-
trast to the preceding Sundays after Pentecost, when a more spiritual mission is emphasized. Green vest-
ments and paraments are used at church services during Kingdomtide, replacing the red used on the Sun-
days after Pentecost. By 1992, the United Methodist Church was the only denomination (Presbyterians 
and a few other Protestants at one time observed it too) that was still using the term Kingdomtide, and 
even within the current United Methodist Church the observance has almost completely ceased, with 
most congregations adopting the more  common ecumenical pattern of a prolonged season of Ordinary 
Time. During the season of Kingdomtide we declare the values and glory of the Kingdom of God. Christ is 
celebrated as King and Sovereign of the world, with emphasis on God’s Dominion over all of creation. The 
focus in this season is often on social justice and action that flows from a heart submitted to God. God’s 
Reign was initiated by the first coming of Jesus Christ. He went throughout Israel, beginning in galilee, 
preaching God’s reign: “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe 
the good news!” (Mark 1:15) By the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus demonstrated the inbreaking king-
dom. He preached good news to the poor, proclaimed release to the captives, gave sight to the blind, and 
liberated the oppressed (Luke 4:18). With his death and resurrection he brought the power of deliver-
ance from sin and death for all people, and was crowned Lord of the Church. That Kingdom is still break-
ing into this world. There are signs of the Kingdom all over the world, where individuals and communities 
have discovered the liberating, transforming and reconciling power of Jesus’ resurrection. According to 
John Wesley, those who have the assurance of salvation in Christ experience the Kingdom as the 
“immediate fruit of God’s reigning in the soul” and as “heaven opened in the soul” (Sermon 7, ‘The Way 
of The Kingdom’ )  cont. on page 4 

V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  A T  w w w . j c u m c o h . o r g  

Council  Corner 

The JCUMC Administrative Council met on July 14.  Jack Toomey reported that there was a meeting about 
the issues in the denomination; performance reviews are completed. SPRC recommends forming a dis-
cernment committee to explore the church’s options. Pastor Randy reported that we have been in con-
tact with the JC Police Department about doing a security walkthrough to give us suggestions on how to 
be safe during services. There is a safety class in Urbana this fall as well. A motion was made to create the 
discernment committee, it passed. Jack informed the council that the bathroom flooring will be installed 
the first two weeks of October. The next council meeting will be Thursday, August 11, 2022 @ 7pm.  
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Opportunities to Serve 
• A/V Tech—any Sunday 

• Clothing closet staffing 

• Special Music 

• Children’s Conversation 
 
For more volunteer opportunities, 
please see page 3! 
 

Worship  
Schedule 

 

Sunday School 
9am 

Service 
10am 

 

Live on Facebook each Sunday. 
Sermon uploaded to YouTube 

and website on  Monday 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

—John 10:27  
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Any member may stop in to the 
office at any time to see full finan-
cial reports and a full copy of the 
council minutes.  
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Wednesday, August 3,10,17,24,31: Prayer 
Group meets @ FLC at 6pm 
 
Thursday, August 11: Council meeting @ 7pm 
 
Tuesday, August 16: Worship committee 
meets @ 7pm 

Upcoming Events 

3rd:  Marc & Denise Wahrer 
6th: Larry & Linda Wahrer 
         Justin Rostorfer 
7th: Ron Ludwig 
10th:  Pat & Wendy Carter 
11th: Todd Lotz 
12th: Connie Helman 
14th: Amanda Shaffer 
16th: Peggy Christler 
17th: Brian Lotz 
19th: Michael Lotz 
22nd: Roy Shuff 
            Eric & Kim Voress 
23rd: Katrina Myers 
24th: Branita Bratka 
           Ben Gross 
28th: Mark Bunke 
 

Giving  
As we continue to navigate through this difficult time, please don’t forget your faithful 
giving to the church. We have several ways in which you can give—in person, by mail, or 
by signing up for our online giving. There is a link on our web-
site to sign up for the e-offering, and you can always come into 
the office if you need assistance. Amanda would be happy to 
help.  

Weekly giving needed to sustain our ministries: $2247.00 

Average weekly giving (year to date): $2690.00 

 

Lay Readers:  

8/7: Bev Wren 

8/14: Wendy Carter  Ushers: Meanie Lotz 

8/21: Brad Wren  Pew Angel: Erin Pence 

8/28: Bev Suttles  Altar Guild: Kira Klinger 

 Money Counters: Pat & Wendy Carter 

 Communion Steward: Terri Hejduk 

  

“Hope Happens Here” 
Mark your calendars, because Back to Church Sunday is 
September 18!!We encourage you to invite your friends 
and family to this wonderful celebration of our church 
and faith. We have the Uncalled Four coming to per-
form, and we will be having our annual church picnic at 
John and Kira Klinger’s house following service. Please 
see Pastor Randy or Kira with any questions! 



 

3 

United Women of Faith  
The United Women of Faith (formerly UMW) 
will resume meetings in September. All ladies 
are invited to attend.  
 
The UWF meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month, with the exception of July & August. 

Anyone with questions can see Sharon Zimpfer.  
  

Library 

A big thank you to Melanie Lotz for going 
through all our books in the library and getting 

them organized. All books are available for 
checkout—please see the office if you have any 

questions, or requests for books.  

 

Upgrades 

The new bathroom floors will be installed on 
October 7 (ladies) and October 14 (men’s). Don’t 
forget there are other projects that need to get 

done—if you would like to see a list or donate to 
a project, please contact Jack Toomey. A big 

thank you to the UWF for helping  with the bath-
room project.  

 

 

Around the Church Church Leadership  

Spotlight 
 Daleen Braun, Council Secretary 

What is one worship song or lyric that has really spoken to your 
heart? “Here I Am Lord”. It makes me cry every time we sing it.  
 
What us your favorite parable of Jesus? The parable of the Unforgiving Servant—according to 
Matthew 18: 21-35 it is  important to forgive others as we are forgiven by God, as illustrated by 
the negative example of the unforgiving servant. The people of this world need to read this every-
day and start living their lives this way.  

What is the most inspirational thing you have experienced?  I was 29 years old and in the hospital 
going to have a major surgery and the Pastor at the time was unable to be at the hospital at 
5:00am before they started some of the medicines. So she called me on the phone and prayed 
with me. The room was dark and I was all by myself when she was praying and I have never experi-
enced the feeling that came over me. I felt the presence of God and it was awesome! I was com-
pletely calm for the surgery, and even my Family Doctor that was assisting the surgery said to me, 
“I have never seen you this calm and to be right before surgery:...I told her about my prayer expe-
rience and she agreed that prayer is a powerful blessing! 

Name one thing you don’t like on your burger. I do not care for pickles.  

Join us each month as we feature a new church leader! 

 

Summer Serving 
Opportunities 

Are you looking for a way to get more involved in our church this summer? There 
are countless ways in which you can help.  Children’s Conversation 
 Special Music 
 Sound table 
 Ushers 
 Money Counters 
 Clean up children’s memorial fountain 
  3-4 people to help with clothing change-out/sorting of 
clothes at    clothing closet 
 
 
You can sign up on Sunday morning, or you can call the office anytime through 
the week to volunteer 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Due by  
June 21  

 

Knitworthy Clothing Closet  
Our clothing closet is up and running! We 

will be open when the 
food pantry is (see be-
low), and will be serv-
ing all who are eligible. 
Other times are availa-
ble by appointment. If 
you have any questions, 
OR would like to volun-
teer to help staff the 
closet, please contact 

the office at (937) 596 -6919.  

 
Fish Pond Food Pantry  
The Fish Pond Food Pantry is located at 310 Davis 
St. in the Family Life Center build-
ing. They are open the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays each month from 
11am-2pm. Outside hours are 
available by calling the church for 
an appointment. The food pantry 
is open to all residents of Jackson 
Center and Botkins school districts.  

In Our Community Pastor’s Corner Continued 

The color for this season is green to indicate a time of growth. While we pray and 
seek the kingdom at all times, this is a special period to emphasize the biblical nar-
ratives and hymns that speak about the Kingdom of God. Nevertheless, people are 
still dying without the benefit of experiencing God’s Kingdom. Evil abounds. Hun-
ger of all kinds continues unabated. With all our advances in technology meant to 
improve our world, its streets are still spattered with racial strife and warfare. 
Clearly, the reign of God is not yet fulfilled. We exist between the already and the 
not yet. We worship the risen Lord, affirm our hope in the consummation of God’s 
Reign, and bear witness to the continuing work of the Holy Spirit in the world. Yet, 
while the church preaches and lives according to the Kingdom, it also looks forward 
to the time when, according to the Scriptures and the communion prayer, Christ 
comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  (excerpts taken from 
Wikipedia and other internet sources) 

Grace  &  Peace, 

Pastor Randy 

 

 

Jesus loves... 


